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NOTICE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

As an application has been transmitted to the fountain ol 
mercy, in regard to the unfortunate individual who was the 
subject of the following Trial, this publication may at present 
he considered completed : should that application, however, 
prove unsuccessful, a supplement will be published at no dis- 
tant period, of which it is unnecessary to say more at present. 
The letter mentioned in the Indictment was not produced 
in evidence, as the hand writing could not be proved. — It 
stated, that his wife had betaken herself to drinking, and wai 
behaving herself so very ill, that he could not think of living 
with her ; that he considered himself even in danger of his 
life ; and that he had resolved to sell off his effects, and come 
to his friends in England. 

Montrose > Xlth October, 1821. 



Notice to the second edition. 

The anxiety of the public to procure copies of the follow- 
ing trial, a trial which has not been equalled in interest in 
this county since the celebrated one of Catherine Nairn, at 
East Miln, near Forfar, for the murder of her husband and 
incest with his brother, in the year 1765, which trial will be 
read with interest by " generations yet unborn,'* with equal 
interest as those of the present day — has induced the pub- 
lisher to put a new edition to press, the former being ex- 
hausted. In this edition he has again availed himself of the 
the assistance which has been so kindly offered him by those 
who were painfully but necessarily engaged in the judicial 
proceedings, to correct some trivial inaccuracies — re-arraugc 
the list of the jury — and make a material alteration in the 
speech of the Lord Justice Clerk. Should mercy not be ex- 
tended to this unhappy individual, the Supplement above al- 
luded to will be published on Monday the 5th November, 
and will contain, 

CI)t SUatI) CHarrant. 

2. Declaration emitted at Montrose, on the 30th April, in 
presence of John M'Grigor, one of tho Bailies of that 
Burgh. 

3. Declaration emitted on the 1st of May, before James 
Burnes.Esq. one of the Justices of Peace for the County 
of Forfar. 

4. Declaration emitted before Peter Ranken, Esq. Sheriff 
Substitute of Forfarshire, on the 8th day of June. 

5. Minute at sealing up the Repositories. 

6. Minute at opening ditto. 

8. Extract from Memorial given in by Defender. 

9. Petition given in by Mrs Shuttleworth for mercy. 

10. Petition by certain Inhabitants of Montrose to the same 
effect. With much other important matter. 



OF 

MARGARET TINDAL, 

ALIAS 

SHUTTLEWORTH. 



THE Circuit Court of Justiciary was opened at 
Perth on Wednesday, September the 19th, with the 
usual formalities, the Judges were : — 

The Right Hon. David Boyle, Lord Justice 
Clerk, and Lord Pitmilly. 

About 12 o'clock the Pannel was brought to the 
bar, dressed in a fashionable black bonnet and neat 
plain muslin cap, her hair tastefully dressed in small 
ringlets on each side of the forehead, a black gown and 
scarlet shawl, with a gold broach on her breast, on 
her fingers were several rings, she looked remarkably 
well. By the excessive heat in the Court she seemed 
to be much incommoded, and at their Lordships' sug- 
gestion took off her bonnet about two o'clock — every 
indulgence was allowed the prisoner consistent with 
her unhappy situation, and several times during the 
trial she was offered some soup, which she occasionally 
partook of and sometimes declined, or rather did not 
attend to. Upon being requested to stand up for the 
purpose of being identified by the witnesses she did so 
promptly, and did not seem at all embarrassed. 

The Indictment, which was as follows, was thett 
read : 

INDICTMENT. 

Margaret Tindal, or Shuttleworth, present prisoner 
in the tolbooth of Forfar, you are Indicted and Ac- 
cused at the instance of Sir William Rae of St 
Catharines, Bart, his Majesty's Advocate, for his Ma- 
jesty's interest ; that albeit, by the law of God. and by 



the laws of this and of every other well governed realm, 
MURDER, especially when committed by a wife upon 
her husband, is a crime of an heinous nature, and severe- 
ly punishable : YET TRUE IT IS AND OF VERI- 
TY, that you the said Margaret Tindal, or Shuttle- 
worth, are guilty of the said crime, aggravated as afore- 
said, actor, or art and part : IN SO FAR AS, you the 
said Margaret Tindal, or Shuttleworth, did, late on 
the night of the 27th, or early on the morning of the 
i J 8th day of April 1821 years, or upon one or other of 
the days of that month, or of March immediately pre- 
ceding, or of May immediately following, within a 
house situated in Montrose, then occupied by the de- 
ceased Henry Shuttleworth, innkeeper in Montrose, 
your husband, wickedly and feloniously assault the 
said Henry Shuttleworth, and did inflict several severe 
blows upon his head and neck with a poker, or some 
other instrument to the Prosecutor unknown, whereby 
his skull was fractured, and he was otherwise mortally 
wounded ; in consequence of which injuries, the said 
Henry Shuttleworth did immediately or soon there- 
after die, and was thereby murdered by you the said 
Margaret Tindal, or Shuttleworth ; and you the said 
Margaret Tindal, or Shuttleworth, did previously 
evince deadly malice and ill will against the said 
Henry Shuttleworth : and you the said Margaret Tin- 
dal, or Shuttleworth, having been apprehended and 
brought before Mr John M'Grigor, then one of the 
bailies of the burgh of Montrose, did, in his presence, 
at Montrose, upon the 30th day of April 1821 years, 
emit a declaration, which was subscribed by the said 
John M'Grigor, you having declared that you could 
not write : and having been brought before James Bur* 
nes, Esquire, one of his Majesty's justices of the peace 
for the county of Forfar, you did, in his presence at 
Montrose, upon the 1st day of May 1821 years, emit 
another declaration, which was subscribed by the said 
James Burncs, you having declared that you could not 
write ; and having been brought before Peter Ranken, 
Esquire, sheriff- substitute of Forfarshire, you did, in 
his presence at Forfar, upon the 8th day of June 1821, 
emit another declaration, which was subscribed by the 
said Peter Ranken, you having declared that you 



<>ould not write : all which declarations, as also a small 
poker, — as also a large poker broken into two parts, 

a medical report or certificate dated ' Montrose, 

29th April, 1821,* and subscribed, « William Gibson, 
* M. D. Rob. Crabbe, M, D. Henry Hoile, surgeon,' 
a minute of the proceedings at sealing up the re- 
positories of the said Henry Shuttleworth, of date the 
28th day of April 1821 years, — a minute of the pro- 
ceedings at opening the repositories of the said Henry 
Shuttleworth, of date the 8th day of May 1821 years, 
— a letter of date the 12th day of March 1821 years, 
subscribed * Hy. Shuttleworth,' and addressed * To 
Mr Thomas Parker, Packington Lodge, Great Pack- 
ington, near Merriden, by Coventry, Warwickshire,' 
— a drawing or eye sketch of the house and premises 
in Montrose lately occupied by the said Henry Shut- 
tleworth, — three plans and elevations of the said 
house, premises, and adjoining tenements, and a 
written description thereof, each of which is subscrib- 
ed by James Paterson, road surveyor, now or lately 
residing in Rossie Island, in the county of Forfar, 
being all to be used in evidence against you the said 
Margaret Tindal, or Shuttleworth, will, for that pur- 
pose, be in due time lodged in the hands of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of Justiciary, before which you 
are to be tried, that you may have an opportunity of 
seeing the same : AT LEAST, time and place fore- 
said, the said Henry Shuttleworth was murdered ; and 
you the said Margaret Tindal or Shuttleworth, who 
were his wife, are guilty of the said crime, actor, or 
art and part. ALL WHICH, or part thereof, being 
found proven by the verdict of an Assize, before the 
Lord Justice-General, Lord Justice-Clerk, and Lords 
Commissioners of Justiciary, in a Circuit Court of 
Justiciary to be holden by them, or by any one or 
more of their number, within the burgh of Perth, in 
the month of September, in this present year 1821, 
you the said Margaret Tindal or Shuttleworth 
OUGHT to be punished with the pains of law, to de- 
ter others from committing the like crimes in all 
time coming. J. A. MACONOCHIE, A. D. 

The Indictment having been read the panncl plead- 
ed Not Guilty. 



The following 15 gentlemen were then sworn ab 
Jurors, no objection having been made to them cither 
by his Majesty's Advocate or the pannel : — 

LIST OF JURORS. 

Robert Smythe, Esq. of Methven. 

Alexander Hepburn Belshes, Esq. of Invcrmay. 

Anthony Murray, Esq. of Creiff. 

Alexander M'Laurin, Esq. of Broich. 
5 William Keir, Esq. of Huntingtower. 

John Martin, Esq. Writer, Perth. 

Colonel Hon. John Ramsay of Dysart. 

Patrick Carnegie, Esq. of Lower. 

Robert Lyall, Esq. of Newbigging. 
10 John Alison, Esq. of Wellbank. 

Sir John Oswald, of Dunnik'er (Foreman.) 

Robert Cathcart, Esq. of Pitcairlie. 

William Lindsay t Esq. of Ralmungie. 

John Falconer Briggs, Esq. of Strathairlie. 
15 William Fleming, E«q. Banker, Cupar. 

Procurator for the Crown, 

Mr Maconochie, his Majesty's Depute Advocate. ~ 

Procurator for Defence. 

Robert Thomson, Esq. Advocate, Edinburgh. 

The usual interlocutor of relevancy was then pro- 
nounced, no objections having been made to the In- 
dictment. 

The trial then proceeded, and his Majesty's Advocate 
called the following witnesses ; — 

William Bennet — Was present when pannel was ex- 
amined before Mr John M'Grigor, one of the bailies of 
Montrose ; she signed her declaration* in his presence, 
and it was freely and voluntarily emitted by her; was 
also present when she was examined before Mr James 
Burnes, Justice of the Peace, pannel was then in her 
sound and sober senses, and her declaration was freely 
and voluntarily emitted. Recollects of the death of 
Henry Shuttleworth, husband of the pannel, went to 
the premises on Sunday morning and examined then), 
found a poker in the bed-room, which is immediately 
between kitchen and shop, at the fire place, exactly op- 

* For the Declarations at length see Part U» 



posite the bed belonging ti> Henry Shuttle worth ; the 
poker is a little turned at one end ; saw some hair on 
the poker, short, %^-eoloured and thin ; Shuttle- 
worth's hair is light. 

By Mr Thomson (counsel forpannel) — The pannel 
was warned by the Magistrates that her declaration 
might be used in evidence against her, and that she 
was at perfect liberty to say what she pleased. This 
was also done at the second declaration beibre Mr 
Burnes. 

By a Juror — Thought the hair on the poker was 
like Shuttleworth's. 

By the Court — Made the search a few minutes be* 
fore 9 o'clock on Sunday morning ; having seen those 
appearances on the poker he left it there until Mon- 
day, when he took it away ; the hair on the poker was 
of the lower part of the head next the neck. 

Mr Thomas Carnaby — Was present at the examina- 
tion of pannel, declaration was freely and voluntarily 
emitted by her, and she was in her sound and sober 
senses at the time. 

John Shaw — Was with William Bennet in searching 
Shuttleworth's house : saw him find a small poker, it 
was found in Mrs Shuttleworth's bed-room ; a low room 
between the shop and kitchen ; the poker was beside 
the chimney ; identified it ; observed blood on one 
part of it, and some hairs ; could not say what hair 
was upon it ; it was a dark colour ; does not know the 
colour of the deceased's hair ; took up the poker that 
very day (Sunday) ; was not examined until Monday 
or Tuesday ; thinks it was William Bennet took the 
poker under his charge : there was a poker when they 
went back on Monday ; not the same i the hair was 
thin; it was bloody; no fire irons but the poker in 
the room. 

Mr James Burnes of Montrose — Said that the po- 
ker in court was produced at the pannels examination 
before him ; he observed nothing on the poker at the 
time it was produced ; thinks it was on a Tuesday ; 
the poker was bent but not rusted. 

James Paterson was employed by the Procurator 
Fiscal to make an eye-sketch and a plan of Shuttle- 
worth's house, the situation of which he described. 



(Here the plan was produced,)* There are twostreett 
running parallel. Castle- street and Bridge-street; Cas- 
tle-street is on the east. Shuttleworth had a shop, 
room, and kitchen, on the ground flat. The shop 
fronts Castle-street, the house enters from a passage 
leading from Castle-street to Bridge-street. A window 
from the kitchen looks into that passage; a window from 
Mrs Shuttleworth's bed-room looks into Collector Pa- 
ton's property on the north. The stair to the upper 
flat is in front of the door. On the right hand of the 
stair is a door into the shop, on the left a door into 
Mrs Shuttleworth *s room. Witness described situa- 
tion of other doors, ail which had locks and bolts ex- 
cept the one at Castle-street, which has a sneck or 
'lifter opening on the inside. From a hole under the 
sneck it might possibly be opened from the outside. 
( By Colonel Ramsay of the Jury.) Witness under- 
stands the passage to be kept open for the Brewery all 
day and shut at night. 

Henry Farquha;son knew the late Henry Shuttle- 
worth ; he was a tavern-keeper. Witness's house is in 
the same close. The close had two gates, commonly 
locked at night. Shuttleworth and his wife were on very 

* In compliance with the request of the Crown Advocate, a set 
of plans were made out by James Paterson. The House of the 
deceased was represented by a dark, and the other premises by a 
light shade, and the following description was subjoined. 

DOORS The door fronting Bridge-street has two leavw, 

which fasten inside with strong iron bolts and wooden bars. The 
door betwixt the House and Brewery, fastens with a lock and 
bolt, and the railing above the door and dyke is as high as the 
walls of the house. The door of the Close, fronting Castle-street, 
fastens with an inside sneck. The door opening from the Shop 
to Castle-street, fastens with two iron bolts and bars ; the door 
betwixt Shop and Kitchen fastens with a lock. The door of the 
House fastens inside with an iron rod and wooden bar ; the inner 
Kitchen door opens with a lifting sneck, and the door into Mr-* 
Shuttleworth** room (at foot of stair) has a spring sneck, and no 
lock. 

WINDOWS — That looking from Mrs Shultleworth'e room in- 
to Collector Paton's property, pulls down in the upper sash ; the 
under sssh does not lift, it is fixed. The catch between the sashes 
is broken, and this window fastens by a pin through the upper 
part of the under sash into the under part of the upper one. — The 
Kitchen window fastens by an iron bolt, also by a sneck between 
the shutters. All the upper windows bate fastening snecks. 
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bad terms. lie had given notice to witness (his land- 
lord) that he meant to quit his house, on acconnt of his 
wife's conduct. Saw Shuttleworth on the night before 
his death ; he appeared to be quite well ; there were 
no marks of violence about him ; it would be about 
half-past ten o'clock. He was going about when wit- 
ness left him, putting every thing to rights. Saw no 
person but deceased. Witness went home to bed. 
Heard no one go into Shuttleworth's house after he 
went home. Was wakened near to four o'clock in the 
morning by a woman who said, " Rise, Farquharson ; 
Shuttleworth is lying in the entry, and I think he is 
dead." This woman was pannel. Witness got up 
and dressed himself, and alarmed the people in his 
house. Went down, and found the body lying with 
the feet in the passage ; the head towards the shop 
door. Observed a deal of blood about the head. 
Shuttleworth was dead and cold by this time. Ob- 
served blood on all the steps of the stair. Went imme- 
diately for Dr. Gibson. Saw pannel before he went 
for the Doctor. Pannel was going about in her own 
room. Dr. Gibson was out ; called Dr. Hoile : pan- 
nel said nothing. When he returned found the body 
in same state, and it was at this time he observed blood 
on the stair. On being asked about the footmarks on 
the stair, pannel said she had been up looking for the 
servant girl. Witness observed some blood on the side 
of the kitchen door, right above where the body was 
lying. Did not observe pannel's hands at this time. 
The body was removed to a bed- room, and pockets 
examined ; some silver and copper found in them. 
Went to deceased's bed-room, and found there the 
key of the shop door. The bed was crushed. They 
looked into the other rooms. Maid-servant was not 
in the house ; she arrived before the Doctor. Saw no 
marks of violence about the premises, or any of the 
windows open, or any of the doors, except the one by 
which he entered. Opened shop, but nothing ap- 
peared to be taken out ; examined it more particularly 
in the course of Saturday. A minute of the proceed- 
ings at opening the shop was produced and identified. 
Was in the mid room on Saturday, On Sunday saw 
the small poker in it, when it was taken away by order 



V 



10 
of Provost Gibson. Had it in his hands, and observ- 
ed nothing particular on it. By the court— On the 
.Saturday morning panne! said she had gone from her 
room towards the kitchen for a drink, and had found her 
husband lying in the state described by witness. Does 
not think, from position of body, it could have been 
in that state from merely falling down stairs. By the 
jury (Sir J. Oswald) — When witness saw pannel she 
appeared as if she was, " partly drunk." The passage 
at the foot of the stair is of flag stones. 

David Farquharson, brother of the preceding wit- 
ness, knew Shuttleworth. Recollects, on the night be- 
fore Shuttleworth *s death, of having locked the gate of 
the west end of the passage. Found it open in the 
morning, but does not know who opened it. 

Catharine M'Leod wasservantto Shuttleworth when 
he died. Knows the pannel ; she was his wife. No 
one resided in the house but witness, Shuttleworth, 
and the pannel. Shuttleworth and his wife lived hap- 
pily when she was sober — she was often drunk. She 
was then very outrageous, and cursed and swore. Of- 
ten threw weapons at her husband, sucn as pokers and 
tongs. Two parts of a large poker being shown her, 
she identified them as parts of the poker used in her 
master's kitchen. Has seen pannel throw that poker 
at her husband. On a Friday she missed the poker; 
her master died between that and Saturday. Does 
not know where the poker was removed to, or who re- 
moved it from the kitchen. Has taken that poker 
from pannel, when she seemed inclined to use it against 
her husband. On one occasion pannel said she did 
not mean to use the poker, but pannel nevertheless 
interfered. On the morning of Friday before her mas- 
ter's death, witness went to the cross-market; when 
she returned, her master had gone out to pay some 
shrub he had ordered. He came back with a pain in 
Ins arm, and went to bed. In afternoon pannel seem- 
ed to ^ sorry for him, and sent up the town for the 
doctor, and for some opodeldoc, meaning it for his arm. 
A girl went for it. When it came Shuttleworth was 
not lor having it applied. At this time pannel was in- 
toxicated. When at tea, she desired witness to go for 
some tobacco. She refused to go, as Iter master did 
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not like it. When they were quarrelling, her master 
came down and said that pannel kept the house full of 
disturbance. This was on a Friday, which is the mar- 
ket-day at Montrose. They kept a public-house, and 
several farmers and others were then in it. Soon af- 
ter, witness was sent out on an errand. When she 
came back her master was sitting at the kitchen fire. 
It might then be about or a little before sunset. Wit- 
ness was in the kitchen during the evening, and heard 
some words pass between pannel and'her husband. The 
latter walked out to the close, and pannel drove her 
hand through the kitchen window, and was outrageous 
with her tongue against her husband. He said pannel 
had cost him 7s. for glass for that window within six 
months. Having returned to the house, pannel and 
he went out together to the close, cursing and swear- 
ing at one another. Pannel again went into the house 
and shut the door. Witness then went in at the win- 
dow and opened it. In a little found pannel in her 
bed- room on the floor, the deceased having refused to 
allow her to sit on a chair. Witness then, by desire 
of her master, put pannel to bed, but did not undress 
her. Pannel was drunk. Witness afterwards went 
out to a " iate wake," but was first desired to undress 
her mistress. Did so. The bed-room was alow room 
between the shop and kitchen. Shuttleworth and 
pannel at that time had separate beds— he slept up 
stairs. Witness did not tell her mistress she was going 
out. She shut up the simp before she left the house — 
the door of it looks to Castle-street — fastened it in the 
usual vvay. The shop window was also secured. This 
might be after nine o'clock, and before ten. Witness 
observed, on going away, that kitchen window was 
shut as usual. Shuttleworth was then sitting at the 
fire-side ; he had had some drink but was not intoxi- 
cated. Before going to the wake, witness went back 
to the house and found the gate at Castle- street shut ; 
then heard the voices of her master and Mr Farquhar- 
son, brewer, in the house. Witness returned to hear 
if pannel was quiet. Went to the wake and remained 
till about six o'clock. Mrs Farquharson and her maid 
came at that hour to the wake inquiring for witness 
Witness asked if pannel and her husband were quiet ; 
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and Mrs Farquharson said Shuttle worth had fallen 
down the stair, near pannel's room door — his feet 
lying across the bed-room door, the head towards the 
shop. There was much blood below his head. Far- 
quharson and pannel were in the room. On pannel 
seeing witness, she cried " Oh ! Kitty,'* wrung her 
hands and said she was past crying. Pannel went in- 
to the room with witness, and said, that in coming in- 
to the kitchen to get a drink, she fell over something 
which she found was her husband's feet. She then 
went to Mr Farquharson's, and a doctor was sent for. 
When he came, the body was lying in the same posi- 
tion as when witness first saw it. It was conveyed in- 
to the room. Witness wished to open the door, but 
pannel called to her not to do it, as she did not wish 
to see her husband. Witness found the shop door 
locked, and the key in the place where it usually lay. 
The stair of the house is of wood, and there were foot 
marks on it. There was no marks of blood in the pas- 
sages which lead from the bed room to the kitchen. 
There were bloody marks from the top of the stair to 
a bed-room ; but it was not the bed-room in which her 
master usually slept. There was a poker and a fender 
in her mistress's room when witness went away. Po- 
ker identified; it wgs.in the room on Sunday when 
the town-officer came. The two pieces of the kitchen 
poker formerly identified, were found below her mas- 
ter's desk in the shop : it used to &ta«d at the kitchen 
tire. It was broken when found ; had been cracked 
sometime before. On former occasions deceased had 
taken away fire-irons from the kitchen, when pannel 
was in drink. When witness came to the house, the 
shutter of kitchen window was open, but witness did 
not see any marks of violence about the house, or win- 
dows, or doors. Missed nothing, and saw nothing in 
disorder. Window of p an n el's room pulls down from 
the top, but does not open from the bottom. Pannel 
was dressed when witness returned, except her apron. 
Had on an apron the night before when witness un- 
dressed her. Saw it again on Saturday and observed 
nothing particular about it. Shortly before her mas- 
ter's death, he often spoke of leaving Montrose alto- 
gether, to be away trom the pannel. This has happen- 
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ed in his wife's hearing : she was angry at the proposal. 
Cross examined — When she returned from the wake, 
she observed two tumblers and a glass on the table. 
Thinks there was a gill stoup also. Did not observe 
them before she went, away ; but cannot say they 
were not there. By the Court — At the time of the 
conversation with pannel, she said she wondered at 
rinding her husband there, that she thought he had 
fallen down stairs, and if she had heard him she might 
have saved his life. She appeared in no great dis- 
tress, and was sitting in the kitchen ; she was not 
weeping. Witness did not hear any lamentation on 
the part of the pannel, except as before stated. Heard 
no proposal by pannel to raise the dead body and ex- 
amine it ; or to send for a Doctor. When witness 
went to open the room door, the pannel was " troubled 
like" and it was then she expressed a dislike to see her 
husband where he then was. By the Prosecutor — 
The small poker was bent before Friday. The marks 
on the stair were those of a bare foot, not of a shoe. 
Saw no instrument or any other thing about the house, 
but what belonged to it. Did not observe any hair or 
blood on the small poker when she returned from the 
wake. Was present when the officers found it. Did 
not examine it at that time. Left water in the room 
when she undressed her mistress. 

James Craw, slater in Montrose. Knew the deceased 
Henry Shuttleworth ; recollects of the pannel coming 
to his door and saying that Shuttleworth had fallen 
down stairs, and was killed ; he went to the house and 
found deceased lying in the passage ; witness proposed 
to send for Dr Crabb or Dr Hoile, and the pannel made 
no objection. When he thus saw the body, it was ly- 
ing in the passage, quite dead. Saw some blood where 
the body was lying • from the position in which the body 
was, it appeared to witness, that he had actually fallen 
down stairs, and any other person would have thought 
so if they had seen it. The body remained in the same 
position as when he first saw it until the Doctor came. 
Gordon Craw, slater in Montrose, son of James Craw, 
slater there — lives in Mr Farquharson's closs. Knew 
the deceased Henry Shuttleworth ; recollects of the 
pannel coming to his father's house, and told them that 
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Shuttleworth was dead, and that he had fallen down 
stairs. She had no clothes on at this time but her 
shift ; she desired witness to go for her mother, he went 
out at the front door to Castlestreet ; he opened the 
door himself. 

Mary Thorn, residing in Castlestreet or Castlegate, 
of Montrose. Was acquainted with the deceased 
Henry Shultiewovth ; went that morning to his house, 
where she saw his hody lying in the passage, the head 
towards the shop door, with his legs stretched across 
the bed-room door. Saw Mrs Shuttleworth there that 
morning, standing at the house door. The Doctor 
talked to Mrs Shuttleworth about the body, and men- 
tijned that it did not appear to him that he had fallen 
down stairs. On being questioned how the door had 
been opened, she answered that she had opened it to go 
to Mr Farquh arson's. Witness stops next close to 
Shuttleworth's, and was first alarmed by the knocking 

at Furquharson's door. By Mr Thomson. Witness 

heard the barking of dogs near to Shuttleworth 's door, 
but she cannot say if it was Shuttleworth'sdog ; when 
witness saw Mrs Shuttleworth she appeared to be af- 
fected, but not with that sorrow which such an event 
might have excited ; and she thinks it might be near 

eleven o'clock when she heard the dags By the 

Jury. Pannel was not altogether drunk, nor was she 
quite sober. 

Dr Hoile — deponed that he was called to visit the 
late Henry Shuttleworth but was reluctant to go, con- 
sented, it was 4 a. m. Saturday ii8th April, found bis 
body at the door, lying his head towards the shop 
door, feet towards the kitchen door, the body on the 
back, arms by his side, head inclined to the right 
side, face towards the stairs, a quantity of blood con- 
centrated about the head, and coagulated, found a 
wound in the scalp, and scull fractured, went up 
stairs, saw marks of blood on the steps, and an im- 
pression of the right foot containing the great toe and 
the one next it very distinct — faint marks of the other 
toes ; — in the passage leading to the two bed-rooms 
the impression in blood of the heel of the foot, and 
the outside of the sole — mark of a person having 
lien down on a bed. Mrs Shuttleworth made her an- 
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pearance — asked if she had been in that room since she 
discovered the body or" her husband dead — or had been 
up the stairs — denied having been there — question re- 
peated — same answer — when she immediately correct- 
ed herself, and said she had been there in search ot the 
servant girl. Saw her hands were both bloody, and she 
trembled much ; the blood was particularly observable 
in the folds of the skin about the finger joints and nails. 
In the other bed room the key of the bhop lay on the 
table. His coat pockets were ransacked, some papers 
were found, and two permits amongst them ; the bed- 
clothes of the bed much tossed. Went down stairs ; 
saw the marks of bloody fingers on the wall, and simi- 
lar marks on the wooden fastening to the door of the 
house — went into the bed-room below, saw a red ter- 
rier dog on the bed ; dog very much alarmed and trem- 
bled exceedingly ; bed clothes much disturbed ; check 
apron lying on the chair — examined it — found one 
small recent mark of blood upon it — procured towels 
from prisoner, wrapt the head up with one — assisted in 
removing the body, washed bis hands, and in going 
away saw the servant girl on her knees in the passage 
washing away the blood from the floor — rose to allow 
him to pass — examined the head by dissection after- 
wards with Drs Crabb and Gibson. Dr Hoile was 

handed the Report made by the Surgeons to identify, 
and on returning it to the Bench was desired to read 
it to the Jury. He made some observations relative to 

the connexion of the fractures with each other Was 

asked if the injuries the deceased had sustained occa- 
sioned his death ? «« Yes." — If such injuries could be 
occasioned by a fall down the stairs ? " After dissect- 
ing the head, and minutely examining the injuries, I 
am completely satisfied that it was impossible they could 
be occasioned by a fall down stairs, and that they must 

have been by some ponderous obtuse instrument." 

Was shown a small poker, and asked if such an instru- 
ment could produce such wounds as were found on the 
head? " Yes;" and it was a iery likely instrument to 
have caused such a depressed fracture as was found on 
the back part of the head, below and behind the right 
ear. Did not observe any blood on legs of deceased ; 
heard a voice from kitchen desiring the door not to be 
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opened. Dr Hoile was complimented by their Lord- 
ships for the accuracy and distinctness with which his 
evidence was given. 

(COPY.) 
CERTIFICATE OF THE SURGEONS. 

Montrose , 29th April, 1821. 

We certify, that we have this day examined the head 
of Henry Shuttleworth, late innkeeper in this town, and 
observed upon the back part, and right side of the head, 
a contused wound, more than an inch in diameter, and 
star formed, which penetrated to the bone, and a loose 
soft detachment of the integuments of the back part of 
the right side of the head. The skull at the bottom of 
the wound was found to be fractured ; — on removing 
the integuments from the skull another fracture was 
discovered about one inch higher up than the one above 
mentioned. On removing the integuments further an 
extensive fracture was seen behind the right ear, which 
extended upwards as faras theright temple, it ran along 
the basis of the skull to the right orbit ; the same frac- 
ture passed behind the ear, it went downward as far as 
the large opening in the basis of the skull where the spi- 
nal chord passes, and in it were many detached pieces 
of bone. There was a third branch from this fracture 
which extended towards the top of the head for more 
than two inches —there was some extravasated blood 
under the pericranium, and a considerable quantity es- 
caped from the cavity of the skull and the brain, so 
that the amount of it could not be ascertained. 

(Signed) WILLIAM GIBSON, M. D. 
ROBERT CRABB, M.D. 
HENRY HOILE, Surgeon. 

Dr Crabb was present with Dr Gibson and Dr Hoile 
at examining the body ; — identifies the written report 
given in — from the situation and great extent of the 
different fractures could not have been occasioned by 
a fall down stairs ; considers that they must have been 
inflicted by three or four blows from a heavy blunt in- 
strument: 

Dr Gibson was present with Drs Hoile and Crabb at 
dissecting the head of the late Henry Shuttleworth, 
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Made out a report of the state in which they found it, 
which he now sees in Court ; is of opinion that the in- 
juries could not have been occasioned by a fall down 
stairs. He examined the shop and made up a minute 
at sealing the repositories; he afterwards went and 
opened the repositories ; is not acquainted with the 
handwriting of Henry Shuttleworth. The wounds were 
sufficient to occasion death ; Mrs Shuttleworth was ta- 
ken into custody on Sunday ; examined the poker, but 
did not see any thing upon it ; saw no blood upon it. 

Mr Robert Burness, writer, Montrose. Was slightly 
acquainted with the deceased, who had occasion once 
or twice within a few days of his death to call on wit- 
ness. Witness never saw the handwriting of the de- 
ceased before his death, and cannot therefore identify 

it. For the panneL Witness was called to the house 

of the deceased ab< ut ten o'clock of the Saturday fore- 
noon, to seal up the repositories of the deceased, which 
was done in the presence of the Chief Magistrate of 
Montrose. Some conversation amongst those present 
then took place as to the day of the funeral, which the 
pannel w ished to be Thursday, and witness objected to 
its being later than Tuesday, which was the day fixed, 

contrary to the wishes of the pannel. By the Jury 

(Sir John Oswald.) Pannel was then considerably agi- 
tated, and apparently not sober. 

Christian Thomson was a servant to Collector Paton 
in April last. The Collector has a yard adjoining to 
Shuttleworth's house* A window of that house looks 
into the yard. On the night of Shuttleworth's death, 
saw him through the window ; he seemed to be look- 
ing into a bed in the room. He turned, returned, wit- 
ness cannot say how often. Did not see whether his 
face was angry like or not. He had his clothes on. 
Deceased was a middle aged like man. By Colonel 
Ramsay — He was not very far from the window. 
By the Court — Did not see any person but Shuttle- 
worth in the room. 

Elizabeth Croll, had occasion to be in Henry Far- 
quharson's on the night previous to Shuttleworth's 
death. Was induced to go to the door on hearing a 
pane of glass broke. Mrs Shuttleworth was inside the 
house; her husband was in the close, he said to pan- 
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ncl, " Come and see what you have done." The de- 
ceased then desired pannel to walk away. Pannel said* 
" if I had the big poker I would lay your hams (mean- 
ing deceased's) on the floor, and let you look at that." 
Pannel appeared to witness to be the worse of drink ; 
she could walk pretty correctly. Pannel was stagger- 
ing, but she knew what she was saying. 

Jane M'Donald knew the deceased ; has lived next 
door to him. When pannel was the worse of liquor 
she behaved ill to the deceased. Recollects the night 
of his death. Had occasion that night to ask a bed in 
Shuttleworth's for a friend. Was told by the deceased 
he could not take in strangers on account of pannel*s 
quarrelsome disposition, as he was afraid for her raising 
a mischief in the house, and indeed of his own life. 
For the pannel — Mrs Shuttleworth was the worse of 
liquor. Understood so from the way she was crying 
out : heard dogs that night, but cannot say how long 
a time. The deceased could not go through his own 
house very steadily. Before answering her regarding 
the bed to her friend, the deceased considered for 
some time. By the Court — Witness went to de- 
ceased's house about ten o'clock. A servant girl was 
with the pannel in the bed-room, and witness believes 
undressing her. The deceased had been drinking. 

In reply to an objection now made to the admis- 
sion as evidence of the words of the deceased, the Ad- 
vocate Depute stated that this point had been already 
decided in the affirmative. Objection overruled. 

By Mr Thomson. — Witness thinks and she says that 
pannel was cite worse of liquor, and this opinion arose 
from the manner in which she behaved herself. Heard 
same dogs barking that night, which continued a long 
time. Heard Shuttleworth desire the maid to go and 
undress hermistress; thinks Shuttleworth was the worse 
of liquor. 

The declarations of the pannel were here read, 
which stated that the declarants husband had been a 
Serjeant in the Marines, that he afterwards took an 
Inn in Montrose. That on Friday night she came from 
her own room to the kitchen to get a drink of water, 
and in so doing, stumbled over something which she 
thought was the dog, but on stooping she felt the 



19 
dead body of her husband— shocked and alarmed at 
this circumstance, she went up stairs in search of the 
maid, but not finding her she went to the house of Mr 
Farquharson in the same entry, who came in and found 
the body. 

The Minutes at opening the Repositories were here 
read. For which see Part II. 

Mr Maconochie then addressed the Jury in behalf of 
the Crown, and stated this was a charge against the pri- 
soner of the wilful murder of Henry Shuttleworth, her 
husband, on the night of Friday the 27th or morning of 
the 28th of April. He reminded the Jury that they 
would not be justified in returning a verdict against the 
prisoner, unless distinctly -proved by the evidence 
brought before them ; he called their attention to the 
particular circumstances as to the position of the body 
when found by persons who were called in to examine 
it. They had the evidence of the medical men, which 
went distinctly to show that the injuries could not have 
been received by a fall down stairs, but on the contrary 
had been inflicted with a heavy blunt instrument, and 
that they could say no less than three distinct blows had 
been inflicted upon this man, by some person or other ; 
that this person was the prisoner at the bar was seen 
from the evidence, her being alone in the house at the 
time, and it being proved by the evidence of M' Cloud, 
that she went from the house the preceding evening. 
The learned gentleman then adverted to the state of the 
premises on that night; it had been proved that all the 
doors were shut in the evening, and were found so in 
the morning, except when Mrs Shuttleworth came to 
alarm her neighbours, the Farquharsons. And it wa> 
proved by the declaration of pannel that that door was 
locked when she went to it. Supposing it had been 
committed by some person or persons who had got into 
the house, they could not have got out again, as all l|ie 
doors were locked, and it was impossible they could get 
out by the windows, as one looked to Collector PatonV 
yard, and the other ivas fastened at the bottom. Sub- 
mitted therefore, that it was clear this person, being in 
the house alone, and it proved that death was occasioned 
by blows, therefore it was clear that the pannel was 
the person who committed the murder. Another < 
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cumstance to which he called the attention of the Jury, 
no robbery had been committed on the premises, and 
it was not likely to suppose that such a crime as this 
would have been committed by any person without, 
but for the desire of plunder. It had been stated in 
the declaration of the pannel, that she came from her 
own room to the kitchen for the purpose of procuring 
a drink : now it was proved by the evidence of Catha- 
rine M* Cloud that there was water placed in Mrs Shut- 
tleworth's bed-room before she went to bed, and he 
contended that it was improbable that a person could 
have gone to the kitchen for water whilst there was 
water at the side of the bed ; and that whilst feeling 
the body of her husband, her hands were bloody in 
consequence of the blood that was about the head. 
The story as to falling down stairs had only been sup- 
ported by the opinion of James Craw, who thought the 
wounds might have been occasioned by a fall down 
stairs. The gentleman concluded by taking notice of 
the barking of the dogs alluded to by some of the wit- 
nesses, the only way in which this could be accounted 
for was, in consequence of the quarrel the dog had 
barked in the inside, and was answered by another from 
without. He left the case with the Jury, and hoped 
that on considering the whole evidence they would re. 
turn a verdict accordingly. 

Mr Thomson rose on the part of the pannel at the 
bar, and stated that considering the Jury he had now the 
honour to address, who were well able to judge and 
sift the whole of the case to the bottom, it would be 
unnecessary for him minutely to enter into the whole 
case — he contended that if it had been the pannel 
who committed this murder she would have taken every 
opportunity to escape ; on the contrary, she remained 
a whole day at liberty, and was not taken into custody 
until Sunday after the murder — it was proved that she 
was the first to alarm the neighbourhood, called them 
all together and informed them of the whole circum- 
stances — this murder was committed in the midst of a 
crowded neighbourhood — no cries, no exclamation, or 
noise of any kind which could have excited the sus- 
picion of the neighbours — she remained a whole day 
at liberty — her conversation with Mr Burness the agent 
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— her anxiety that the funeral should be delayed until 
Thursday following, from these circumstances he con- 
tended that no suspicion could possibly be attached to 
the prisoner at the bar — he requested the Jury to re- 
collect that the pannel had gone to bed in a state of 
intoxication, and it was not probable that a person in 
this state could be capable of committing such a crime 
as that laid to her charge — she was not even capable 
of undressing herself, and it was proved by the evidence 
of the maid, that she was obliged to undress her, as 
she was incapable of doing this herself. The Advo- 
cate Depute had stated that there was water in the 
room where she slept, but he contended that a person 
in this state of intoxication was not capable of dis- 
tinguishing whether there was water in the room or 
not, and it was natural for her to go where she thought 
she could procure water to relieve her parched throat. 
Admitted that she was in the house alone but this was 
nothing in favour of the crown — considering the story 
had been all along adhered to by her, that she had 
never wavered from what she first stated — when she 
discovered the body of her husband she naturally- 
enough seeks for the servant-girl, as she was totally ig- 
norant of her departure — and he contended that a 
person in such a situation would have gone into any 
part of the house for the purpose of procuring assist- 
ance — it is impossible for one moment to suppose that 
a person with their hands embrued in the blood of her 
husband would have gone out, and called the neigh- 
bours to her assistance, and to tell them the whole 
story ; it was proved she behaved herself with decorum 
at her husband's death, and although it had been said 
she did not evince that sorrow which the circumstance 
demanded, yet he argued that grief which is silent is 
the worst of all grief, and she said to the maid, " Oh ! 
Kitty I'm past crying." He contended, with regard to 
the blood on her hands, this might have arisen from 
laying her hands on her husband's head when she 
found him in the passage. In conclusion, the counsel 
contended that it was improbable that the man could 
have received his death by blows in the passage, and 
argued, owing to the smallness of the passage, if thepo- 
ker had been wielded broadways it would have struck the 
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sides, and if it had been brought down perpendicularly 
it would have struck the top of the passage, and by 
this it did not seem that he could have been knocked 
down in the passage. It appeared from the evidence 
that the husband had been drinking with some people, 
being the market day, it therefore might be possible he 
had engaged in a quarrel with some of these persons, 
and they might have inflicted the wounds of which he 
died, and although no robbery had been committed, 
yet they might have been deterred from committing 
any robbery by the barking of the dogs. 

The Lord Justice Clerk considered this case as one 
of a very important nature, and that it depended upon 
evidence of an entirely circumstantial description, a case 
in which the Jury would have to weigh all the evidence 
that had been brought before them, not to listen to 
any observations from any quarter, even from the 
Judge himself. He considered the case in two points, 
1st, Whether the deceased lost his life by violence or 
by accident, and 2d, If by violence, whether the pannel 
at the bar is guilty of that crime. If it should be 
thought that it arises solely from accident, it will be 
unnecessary to waste the time of the Court on the case ; 
but if, on the contrary, it should appear that the de- 
ceased Henry Shuttleworth met his death by violence, 
it would be for them to consider how far the pannel at 
the bar was implicated in that violence. It appears 
from the evidence that the deceased Henry Shuttle- 
worth was in good health at night and without any in- 
jury on his person, in the morning he is found with 
wounds on his body ; from the evidence of Catherine 
M* Cloud it would appear she left her master in good 
health when she went away to the late wake, and on 
returning to the house she found him lying dead in the 
passage. (His Lordship here went over the evidence of 
the principal witnesses.) He stated that if the death of 
Shuttleworth arose merely from a fall, the pannel would 
be entitled to a verdict of acquittal — but from all that he 
could see from the evidence, he had no doubt, but that 
violence had been used towards this unfortunate man, 
Henry Shuttleworth, especially taking the evidence of 
the medical men under their consideration. It is dis- 
tinctly stated that previous to the death of Shuttle- 
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worth, Mrs Shuttleworth had evinced malice and ill* 
will towards lier husband ; from the proof they would 
see that this had been distinctly made out. The Jury 
would observe that this evidence is of much importance; 
that if a murder is committed by a wife upon her hus- 
band, or by a husband on his wife, where their feelings 
are previously excited and irritated, and they have 
evinced malice and ill-will towards each other, and if 
afterwards one of them be found murdered, then the 
presumption is strong against the other, and in this he 
thought the malice prepense completely made out. It 
is stated by Dr Hoile that he saw blood on her hands, 
and on her apron. Taking all these facts together, he 
had no doubt it would convict the pannel of the mur- 
der of Henry Shuttleworth, her husband. By the evi- 
dence of the first witness it appears that he saw some 
blood and hair on the poker, he thought the hair a 
light colour, and in answer to a very proper question 
by a Juror, he thought the hair was like Mr Shuttle- 
worth's deceased. The second witness stated he saw 
the poker, and observed some blood, but he thought 
it was dark hair, he was therefore of opinion that that 
circumstance had not been made out. He conjured 
the Jury to remember that they had a duty to perform 
to their country, which he hoped they would do fairly 
and conscientiously. He left the whole of the case to 
their consideration, and concluded by requesting them 
to return their verdict next day at ten o'clock. 

Next day, Thursday the 20th September, the Jury 
gave in a written verdict, unanimously finding the pan- 
nel guilty of the Murder of Henry Shuttleworth, her 
husband. 

The Lord Justice Clerk returned the Jury 
thanks for the attention they had all along paid to the 
case, and was happy to think they had agreed entirely 
in the opinion expressed by him (and which was also 
concurred in by Lord Pitmilly), in returning a 
verdict of Guilty. — He then addressed the prisoner as 
follows : 

After a patient and attentive hearing of the whole 
circumstances of this case, listening with attention to 
all the evidence that has been adduced, an intelligent 
jury have, all in one voice, found you guilty of the 
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murder of Henry Shuttleworth, your husband. My 
Learned Brother has just now stated, that that verdict 
fully coincided with his opinion, and it now only remains 
for me to award that punishment which the law lays 
down for the crime of which you have now been found 
guilty. It is unnecessary to say any thing upon the 
enormity of the foul and detestable crime of which you 
have been found guilty. Murder, more especially by 
the wife upon her husband, is alike forbidden by the 
laws of God and man ; " Whoso sheddeth man's blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed." The too much in- 
dulgence in spirituous liquors, had wrought you up to 
a species of frenzy which in the end proved fatal to 
your deceased husband. This indulgence the law does 
not admit as any extenuation of your crime. Suppos- 
ing for a moment that you had recovered from intoxi- 
cation, that would have been no excuse for the crime 

under the influence of intoxication you cherished 

ill-will against the deceased. With regard to mercy 
in this world being extended to you, the circumstances 
of your case forbid any hope of it ; therefore, " lay not 
the flattering unction to thy soul ;" but recollect that 
you have to perform a most important duty in making 
some amends for the crimes of which you have been guiV 
ty, before departing from this world, to appear before the 
justice-seat of God, to account for every crime which 
you have committed in this world. He conjured her 
therefore, as she valued the welfare of her soul, not to 
neglect this, and to avail herself of the assistance of 
the ministers of religion, to prepare for a more dread- 
ful day of reckoning which awaited her, and to improve 
the short period which remained to her in this world 
in endeavouring to make her peace with God, through 
the merits of the Redeemer. 

His Lordship then passed sentence on the prisoner, 
ordering her to be taken back to the Tolbooth of Perth, 
to be therein detained and fed on bread and water, un- 
til the 1st day of November next, and then to be car- 
ried to the Tolbooth of Montrose, and there to be 
hanged on the 2d of said month of November, between 
2 and 4 o'clock, at any place the Magistrates of that 
Burgh should appoint, and her body given to Dr Alex- 
ander Monro of Edinburgh, to be publicly dissected 
and anatomized. 
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MRS. SHUTTLEWORTH. 



Margaret Tindal, the unfortunate subject of" 
this melancholy narrative, was not, as is generally un- 
derstood, a Scotswoman, but a native of Gottenburg, in 
the kingdom of Sweden. She was descended of Scot- 
tish parents. Her father, Alexander Tindal, was for 
several years m the employ of the family of the Bar- 
clays of Ury, in Kincardineshire, which he left about 
1776, and came to Montrose, where he was some time 
with Robert Renny, Esq. as coachman and gardener, and 
afterwards a gardener at Little Mill. His habits were 
desultory, and he was frequently employed as a common 
labourer in the neighbourhood of Montrose ; but it was 
generally understood that he deeply engaged in the 
practice then so common of assisting in the landing and 
procuring the sale of articles illegally imported, or run 
goods, under the auspices of William Japp, then a noto- 
rious smuggler. During the time he was in the service 
of Robert Renny, Esq. he married Janet Steedsman, 
then chambermaid at the Turk's- head Tavern : he af- 
terwards enlisted into his Majesty's 81st Regiment of 
foot, stationed at Aberdeen, for a bounty of twenty 
pounds. Shortly after enlisting he joined the regiment, 
but the strictness of military discipline ill according with 
his previously formed habits, he was anxious to leave the 
service, and after remaining in the regiment some time, 
either by accident or design, two or three of the fingers 
of his left hand were chopt off, so as to render him alto- 
gether inefficient as a soldier. But the commanding 
officer attributing this to his dislike of the service, or- 
dered him still to be retained on the books of the regi- 
ment ; and it will be readily imagined, that, unable to 
C 



do his duty along with and in the same manner as Inj 
fellow soldiers, he would be employed in such offices as 
were not likely to increase his regard for a military life, 
rinding the loss of his fingers unavailing in procuring his 
discharge, he left the service without leave of absence. 
In short, he deserted, and came to Montrose, where 
lie was for a considerable time concealed In a barn ; his 
farmer employer, Japp the smuggler, stood his friend, 
and got him conveyed to the " Ha'en," near LunanBay, 
where he was taken on board a smuggling lugger, com- 
manded by a Captain of the real or assumed name of 
Dangerfield, whose vessel was as well or better known 
on the east coast of Scotland than any vessel belonging 
to that district. The voyage, though not a pleasant 
one nor prosperous to the owners, was an agreeable one 
to him, as he was landed safe at Gottenburg, and 
ihortly after Mrs Tindal jiVned him. 

At Gottenburg they established a tavern, which was 
known by the name of the Scots Inn, and well frequented, 
particularly by natives of Great Britain, especially those 
from Scotland, and such as were engaged in illegal 
traffic. Mr Tindal's acquaintance with the trade, the 
particular facilities of the coast, and the persons to be 
trusted, made his house the resort, not only of the ex- 
perienced dealer, but also of those who proposed mak- 
ing a trip, and were anxious to avail themselves of his 
•» dvice and experience. But, as Mrs Shuttleworth af- 
terwards remarked, inebriety seems to have been the 
" besetting sin" of her family; he is reported to have be- 
come ultimately very dissipated, and came by his death 
suddenly and prematurely. The manner of his death, or 
the persons suspected to be guilty, were never accurate- 
ly known in this country. 

Mrs Tindal was the mother of six children, three of 
whom died abroad ; and at the time of her husband's 
decease was pregnant of a girl, named Sally. Two 
years after her birth she returned to Montrose, where 
she still remains. It may be easily concieved the dif- 
ficulties of the widow breaking up an establishment in 
a foreign country, and regaining her native land 
with three young children, two of whom only now sur- 
vive. Mrs Tindal reared her family upon the scanty 
but honest and industrious profits she made as a wash- 
er woman. 
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Slargaret Tindal was born in Gottenburg on the 
20th day of September, 1785, and came to Montrose 
with her mother in 1791, being then five years of age. 
Little has been learned of her infancy. From the cir- 
cumstances already narrated, it is not to be wondered 
at, that her education, from the inability of her mother, 
had been little attended to, she could not write any, 
as a reader she was very imperfect. " Our Peg," as 
she was familiarly called, was at an early age sent out 
to " sair the fram't," so early as 1796, being then only 
ten years old, she was in the service of Doctor Chand. 
ler, an eccentric divine, then residing in Montrose, 
as nurse to a child of his, and in that situation it is 
probable she met with the first untoward accident. 
The young nursery maid went with her charge to the 
races, and something having affrighted it, in endeavour- 
ing to still it the child made a stend (bound) from her 
arms, and failing on the ground, was so much injured 
in the spine as to die a few days after. It will na- 
turally be supposed, that the partiality of parents 
would not long allow their young handmaiden to re- 
main in their employ after this, though acknowledged 
to be an accident. Her next situation was in Mrs 
Crabb's, an inn then well frequented, and considered 
as one of the best second or third-rate inns in the 
town. A taste for extravagant dress or finery was no 
part of her character, but her person was always 
** tidy," her dresses then bore evident marks of the 
needle in their repair, but they were as clean as when 
they left the warehouse. 

At her first going to Mrs Crabb's she was still a 
child — she remained there about nine months, and af- 
ter a short interval was re-engaged, and remained 
eighteen months. Mrs Crabb regretted when she left 
her, and still states that she never had a better or more 
attentive servant ; but latterly, as she grew up to wo- 
manhood, more of her time was devoted to " sweet- 
hearting," than her mistress thought prudent. From 
Mrs Crabb she went to Sergeant Johnston's, who then 
occupied the inn lately possessed by Mr Scott, Broker, 
&c, at the well at " Dummie Haa's" wynd, in this si- 
tuation she got acquainted with Mr Henry Shuttle- 
worth, her future husband, then a corporal of ma- 
rines. Mr ShuUleworth was a native of England, from 



the town of Birmingham, of respectable parents ; he 
was well educated, and had been bred to the hardware 
and button-making business, but disliking it had en- 
listed in the marines early in life. 

Shortly after their union they were ordered to re- 
move to Portsmouth, and afterwards to Taunton. Dur- 
ing their residence there, Mr S. was promoted to a ser- 
geant cy, and also appointed clerk to the district. Hii 
habits were punctual and economical, his wife in that 
place was noted for her propriety of demeanour, and 
when it is considered that during the time they were 
there, they saved several hundred pounds, she must 
have been strictly prudent. The estimation she was 
held in in Taunton may be in some degree estimated by 
the following letter from one who had an opportunity 
of witnessing her conduct for many years. 

Taunton, October 2Sth, 1821. 

My dear Friend — I have taken the earliest op- 
portunity in answering your melancholy letter, which 
I received yesterday, and am truly sorry to hear of 
the unfortunate end of one 1 so much esteemed. You 
need not think, my dear friend, that my sentiments 
coincide with your persecutors ; no, they do not, nor 
ever did from first to last. I can never think, nor 
will any one on earth make me believe, that your dis- 
j>osition is changed in so short a time as to be the per- 
petrator of so heinous a crime as you are accused for. 
But, my dear friend, a few short years will terminate 
all — we shall all be as one — the innocent then will 
triumph over the guilty — it matters not what death 
we die, so we are happy, and 1 trust, my dear friend, 
we shall meet together in the next world, where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary is at rest. 
My dear friend, I know well your trouble is great ; 
and believe me, I feel more for you than a pen can de- 
scribe, hut that God who reigns above, 1 trust, will be 
your supporter through all your difficulties ; and may 
you be at peace and rest, is my most sincere wish. 
You seem to trouble about leaving your poor aged 
mother — God will be her friend in the time of need, 
as he never desert6 those that confide in his goodness. 
You know, my dear friend, he can raise up and let fall, 
and you must think it is for wise purposes your ac- 
cusers have thought proper to have extended their ri- 



gour against you since you wrote your first letter to 
me. Mrs Stuckey's brother, that lives in Scotland, 
sends a paper to his sister, wherein was your unfortu- 
nate trial; I had a sight of it, but that made no im- 
pression on my mind to think you guilty. I wish it 
was in my power to see you once more, but this is de- 
nied me. I hope you will be able to receive this let- 
ter before you quit this vale of misery. Mrs Owen* 
sends her love to you, and sorry she is to hear of your 
misfortunate persecution. Mary and Sally, my daugh- 
ters, send their love to you, and all acquaintances, and 
*orry to hear of your unfortunate situation ; hut they 
all think you innocent of the charge laid against you. 
Now, my dear friend, I suppose I must bid you a 
farewell on earth. Though painful is the task, believe 
me, and may that God who knows the secrets of all 
hearts be your guide and preserver through all your 
troubles, and may we meet in heaven, though we shall 
not on earth, is the sincere wish of your afflicted friend, 
(Signed) ANN PRIMROY. 

V. S. Should you receive this letter before you bid 
adieu to this world of troubles, do send me a few lines, 
just to say you received this, as I am anxious to hear 
from you, so once more, God bless and protect you ? 
ray unfortunate friend. 
Mrs Margart Shuttleworth } \ 
Perth Jail, Scotland. J 

Re-addressed, at Montrose Jail or elsewhere. 
In the year 1815 Mr S. being placed on half-pay, re- 
turned to Montrose with his wife, and at her suggestion 
he commenced business as grocer and spirit-dealer, 
in a shop nearly opposite to the cistern, where his 
assiduity and his attention to business were particu- 
larly remarked ; whilst he attended to the trade in- 
doors, she conducted the purchases, and always paid 
ready money. After having been there one year, Mr 
Farquharson retiring from his tavern, Mr S., in an 
evil hour, took his house. After being in it some time 
Mrs S. was so little inclined to drinking, that she is 
understood not only to have reproved some of her 
female domestics on that account, but to have dis- 
charged them when she found them still indulging 
that improper practice. 

That she latterly indulged a habit of drinking, is too 
hue; it is acknowledged, and need neither be denied 



nor can it be palliated ; this she attributed to the specu- 
lation of the public-house not turning out so successful 
as was anticipated, and in consequence her husband 
getting peevish. Her inebriety, however, had proceed- 
ed to such a length, that neither Mr S. nor his cus- 
tomers were safe in the house, and he has been known 
to decline taking in such persons, stating that he was 
glad to see them, but that his house was in such a 
state that lie could not entertain them, that u his own 
life had been threatened, and he would not risk that of 
any of his friends." At this period her manners and 
language were of the rudest description, she made use 
of such imprecations and threatenings to her husband, 
as it would be improper to stain these pages with — one 

only is quoted as a sample, of d g Mr S. for " a 

Birmingham button making " 

Quick the transition from applause to sin, 
The heart once opened the black tide rolls in, 
Breaks down the barrier feeble virtue rears, 
And in an hour destroys the work of years. 

This brief narrative is now brought to the period of 
Mr Shuttleworth's death, the circumstances of which 
it is unnecessary to state, as they ore detailed as given 
in evidence in the published Trial. 

* # * Those xvho are anxious to put themselves in full 
possession of this very mysterious case, should read 
the trial here. 

The murder took place oa Saturday morning, the 
28th April, and during the day she remained evidently 
inebriated, and was so on Sunday morning when she 
was committed to jail. Many surmises had, on the Sa- 
turday, been circulated in regard to Mr Shuttleworth's 
death ; whether she knew of them is uncertain, but she 
evidently dreaded no trouble to herself, as she was ac- 
cessible to all that had occasion to call on her, and she 
wished the funeral delayed, that proper preparation 
might be made for it; when taken to prison, on the 
Sunday morning at nine o'clock, she was undismayed, 
asserted her innocence, and perhaps the most striking 
feature in her behaviour then was, her declaration of 
conscious innocence, but no lamentation over, or apjKi- 
rent sonow for, the untimely death of her h.usband. On 



Monday the 80th April, she m as examined, and emitted 
the following declaration. 

At Montrose, the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-one years. — In presence of Mr John 
M < Grigor i one of 'the present bailies of the burgh of Montrose, 
Appeared Margaret Tindal, widow of Henry Shut- 
tleworth, Vintner in Montrose, who being examined, 
declares, that she was married upwards of fifteen years 
ago ; that her husband was a corporal of marines when 
ahe was married to him, and he was afterwards pro- 
moted to the rank of sergeant ; that he was discharged 
about six years ago, and they have lived for the last 
five years in Montrose, four years whereof her hus- 
band has kept ah inn, in that house formerly occu- 
pied by Henry Far quh arson ; that they lived pretty 
comfortably together as man and wife ; that they some- 
times had words, but never came to blows ; that on the 
evening of Friday last, the twenty-seventh current, the 
declarant went to bed betwixt nine and ten o'clock; 
that she and her husband have not slept together for 
about two months past, her husband having a small 
bed room up stairs, and the declarant slept in the 
ground flat ; that there was a maiA servant in the house 
of the name of Catherine M'Leod, who, on the even- 
ing of Friday last, asked liberty from her husband, as 
she informed the declarant, to attend a late wake of a 
niece of Henry Farquharson, the declarant's landlord, 
on the bridge road ; that she left her husband and the 
maid- servant when she went to bed ; that the decla- 
rant awoke between three and four o'clock of Satur- 
day morning, and came out of her own room to go to 
the kitchen for a drink of trater or small beer ; that 
when she came out of her room door she trod upon 
something, which she thought was a dog, in the passage, 
but upon feeling with her hand, she found her hus- 
band lying on the floor with his feet towards her room 
door, and his head towards the door which is the ac- 
cess to the front shop from the passage ; that the de- 
clarant went to the kitchen to call the servant girf, 
but finding she was not in the house, she went up 
stairs in search of her ; that she did not find ihe ser- 
vant up stairs, and afterwards came down, when she 
attempted to raise her husband ; but finding that he 
was dead, the declarant opened the door, which was 



barred, and went to awaken Mr Farquharson, who 
lives in the opposite side of the closs, and James Craw, 
Slater, who lives next to Mr Farquharson j that they 
came along with the declarant and they carried the 
body into the low room ; that he was lying on his back 
when she found him in the passage, and there was a 
good deal of blood on the floor; that the shop door 
where his head was lying, was locked ; that Dr Hoile 
was sent for to examine the body, and see whether 
any thing could be done for her husband, and the ser- 
vant girl was also sent for ; that the declarant had no 
words with her husband during Friday or the evening 
of that day. — All which she declares to be truth, and 
declares she cannot write. — Eight words deleted in 
the second line from the bottom of page second, and 
one word in the third line from the bottom of page 
first, before signing. 

(Signed) JOHN M'GRIGOR. 
At Montrose, the thirtieth day of April, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-one years, 
The declaration contained in the preceding pages, 
was freely and voluntarily emitted, by the said Mar- 
garet Tindal, while in her sober senses, and adhered 
to by her in presence of the said John M'Grigor, and 
also in presence of William Bennet and John Shaw, 
both town officers in Montrose. 

(Signed) JOHN M'GRIGOR, 
WILLIAM BENNET. 
JOHN SHAW. 
In reference to this declararion it may be proper to 
state, that Gordon Craw, one of the witnesses, was sent 
first for Mrs S.'s mother and sister, and it was at the 
suggestions of her mother, and not at her own, that 
medical assistance was sent for ; both the mother and 
sister were in the house when Dr Hoile arrived. 

Being again taken to prison and her friends freely 
admitted to see her, she appeared to treat the matter 
with careless indifference, and the next day she was 
examined in presence of James Burnes, Esq. J, P, 
Her declaration follows : 

At Montrose, the first day of May, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-one years.— In presence of James Burnes, Esquire, 
Montrose, one of his Majesty's Justices of Peace, for tfc 
County of Forfar, * J 



Appeared Margaret Tindal, present prisoner in the 
tolbooth of Montrose, and widow of Henry Shuttle- 
worth, Vintner or Inn-keeper in Montrose, and the 
declaration emitted by her before Mr John M*G rigor, 
one of the present bailies for the burgh of Montrose, 
at Montrose, the 'thirtieth day of April last, having 
been read over to her, she adhered thereto, and declar- 
ed that she had nothing to add or alter therein, and 
being further examined, declares that although there 
were some high words between her husband and 
her on Friday afternoon last, there was no particular 
quarrel between them ; that she went to bed that night 
at half-past nine o'clock, and never again saw her hus- 
band until she found him lying dead at the stair foot 
in the morning ; that no pane of glass was broke in 
her house on that Friday afternoon or evening, but as 
farmers and country people are constantly going out 
and in on that day, which is the market day at Mon- 
trose, she cannot recollect all that happens ; declares, 
that when she discovered her husband on Saturday 
morning, lying at the foot of the stairs, she thought he 
was asleep, and put down her hands to raise up hit 
head ; that by that means they were stained with the 
blood which had flowed from his head, and she wag 
go much stupified and engaged that she had no time 
to wash the blood off before Dr Hoile came in, all 
which she declares to be truth. Two words of this 
declaration deleted before being signed by the Justice. 
The declarant declares she cannot write. 

( Signed) JAMES BURNES, J. P. 
M Montrose, thejlrst day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-one years. 
The declaration contained in the three preceding 
pages, was this day freely and voluntarily emitted by the 
before designed Margaret Tindal, while in her sober 
senses, and without compulsion, and adhered to by 
her in presence of the before mentioned James Bur- 
nes, Esquire, Justice of the Peace for the County of 
Forfar, William Hutchinson, Procurator Fiscal of the 
said County, and William Bennet and John Shaw, 
both town-officers in Montrose. 

(Signed) JAMES BURNES, J. P. 

WILLIAM HUTCHINSON. 

WILLIAM BENNET. 

JOHN SHAW. 

C2 
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Due precautions were taken to ascertain whether 
any robbery had been committed, and on the day of 
Mr Shuttleworth's death his repositories had been 
sealed up, of which this is the Minute. 
At Montrose, the twenty-eighth day of April, in the year Eigh- 
teen hundred and twenty-one, within the home of Henry 
Shuttle worth j Vintner in Montrose , who died this morning-, 
— In presence of William Gibson, Esq, Provost of Mon- 
trose, Margaret Tindal, the widow of the deceased, Hen- 
ry Parquharson, Brewer in Montrose, and Robert Sunless 
writer (here, Josia/t Ley, residing in Montrose f and John 
Ley his son, being the uncle and cousin of the widow, 

The repositories of the deceased having been open* 
cd, there was found in a desk, in the ea»t room of 
the upper flat, a variety of papers, a tortoise-shell 
watch, a large gold seal, a bag with a quantity of sil- 
ver, and a variety of other articles, which were replac- 
ed in the said desk, the key of which was delivered to 
Provost Gibson to be kept until after the funeral, and 
the desk was sealed up by the Provost with the im- 
pression annexed to his subscription to this minute. 

On opening a writing desk in the shop, a variety of 
papers and writings were also found, and a pocket- 
book containing bank notes to the amount of twenty- 
three pounds, nine shillings ; also a quantity of silver 
and copper; the whole of which different articles, were 
allowed to remain in the said desk, which was locked, 
the key delivered to Provost Gibson, and the desk 
sealed up in the manner before mentioned. 

The tortoise-shell watch before mentioned was taken 
into the custody of the widow before the desk first men- 
tioned was sealed up. 

(Signed) WILLIAM GIBSON. 
They were opened on the Sth May. The official 
document is as follows ; 

At Montrose, the eighth day of May, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-one years, within the house 
of Henry ShutUeworth, Vintner in Montrose, deceased- — 
Present, William Gibson, Esq, Provost of Montrose, Ro- 
bert Burness, ivriter there, agent for the executors of the de- 
ceased Henry Farquharson, Brewer in Montrose, John 
Lee, Shoemaker in Montrose, a cousin of the widow of the 
deceased, 

The seals on the two desks mentioned in the mi- 
nute of 2Sth April last, being examined, the irapres- 
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sions were found entire, and on opening the desk be- 
longing to the shop, a pocket-book was found, con- 
taining twenty-three pounds, eight shillings; in the 
said desk there was also found eighteen shillings in 
silver, and to the amount of nine shillings in copper. 
On opening the other desk which was sealed up, in 
the east room of the high flat, a bag was found con- 
taining two guineas in gold — a gold sovereign, and 
two pounds in silver ; which several sums, amounting to 
twenty-nine pounds seventeen shillings, in all, was 
given to the said Robert Burness, to be lodged in a 
Bank for behoof of the creditors, and those who might 
instruct their claims thereto. 

In both these desks a variety of loose papers, con- 
sisting chiefly of letters, invoices, and accounts, were 
found, which were delivered to Mr Burness to be ex- 
amined, but on searching the repositories very care- 
fully, no Will by the deceased, or any other writing af 
importance, was found. 

(Signed) \VM. GIBSON, Provost. 
ROBERT BURNESS. 
H. FARQUHARSON. 
JOHN LEE. 

Mr Shuttleworth's head being examined and dissect- 
ed, and a medical report thereon drawn up (for which 
set Trial, p. 16.) preparations were made for his fu- 
neral, which took place on the Taesday* following 
his death, which was most respectably attended by 
his numerous private friends and customers. The 
procession passed in view of his widow, who had pre- 
viously ordered her mourning clothes to be sent her. 
She viewed the funeral calmly, her eye tearless, and 
without making any observation. The spectators of 
the funeral were very numerous, and much interested, 
many of those who attended the corpse to the grave 
wept aloud. 

A precognition having been taken before the Sheriff, 
and tho documents transmitted to the Lord Advocate, 
his Lordship conceiving that there were grounds for 
trial, it was intimated to her, that she was to be taken 
to Forfar jail, and there to remain till removed to 
Perth for trial. She heard the intelligence undis- 
mayed, made such little preparation as was necessary, 
and was ready at the appointed hour. She seemed 
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T;ither to enjoy her journey, and made many of the 
striking observations for which she was remarkable, but 
they cannot be repeated. She went in a gig, and to 
avoid observation the old road to Forfar was preferred. 
On stopping for some refreshment, she was cautioned 
not to say any thing to betray who she was, the per- 
son having charge of her intending to pass her for a 
wife or sister, but, scarcely had she entered the house, 
when she informed the landlady, " that she was the wife 
who, it was said, had killed her man." The landlady, 
horrified at the crime, would scarcely give any refresh- 
ment; and only did so ultimately in the idea that it 
was some unhappy lunutte who was going to a place 
of confinement. When near Forfar, ghe jocularly re- 
marked, that now was the time to escape, that if she had 
had any idea she was to give or to get so much trouble, 
" * they should not hae cast sa'at on her tail." 

Having left Montrose early they were in time for 
breakfast, at Forfar : she swallowed three basins of 
tea, toast and butter, with a couple of eggs, and re- 
marked that there was nothing like travelling for giv- 
ing an appetite. In the forenoon she, without the least 
trouble or reluctance, was consigned to the the county 
jail, with 4s 6d in her pocket, including the shilling 
given to every criminal prisoner on being lodged in 
jail for trial. At Forfar the prisoner emitted the fol- 
lowing declaration : 
At Forfar, the eighth day of June, eighteen hundred and twenty 

one years. — In presence of Peter Ranken, Esquire, Sheriff 

Substitute of Forfarshire, 

Appeared Margaret Tindal, widow of the deceased 
Henry Shuttleworth, Vintner in Montrose, and present 
prisoner in the tolbooth of Forfar, and the declara- 
tions emitted by her at Montrose, the one before Mr 
John M'Grigor, one of the Bailies of the bur^h of 
Montrose, on the thirtieth day of April last, and 
the other before James Burnes, Esquire, one of his 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Forfar, on the first day of May last, being severally 
read over to her, she adhered thereto, and being in- 
terrogated, declares, that in the afternoon of Friday 

• A proverbial eipression which means, that she would have 
gone to some place where sht was not Uieij to be recognised or 

troubled. 
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the twenty-seventh day of April last, Catherine 
M'Leod the declarant's servant, mentioned to her that 
she wished to attend a late wake that night, and the 
declarant thinks she gave lor answer, that she did not 
care whether she, M'Leod, went to the late wake or 
not, that the declarant afterwards went to bed, and did 
not know till next morning that M'Leod had gone to 
the late wake ; that when she arose next morning, 
and found her husband lying in the passage floor, as 
mentioned in the first of her former declarations, she did 
not then know that M'Leod had gone to the late wake, 
and thinking she was in the house, the declarant went 
first to the kitchen to call her, but finding M'Leod 
not in the kitchen bed, where she usually slept, the 
declarant went up stairs to the west room, in which 
there are two beds, to look for her there, but not find* 
ing her, the declarant immediately returned down 
stairs, and finding that her husband was dead, she 
opened the door, and went to awaken Henry Farqu- 
harson, as mentioned in her former declarations ; that 
it was either the wife of Farquharson or the wife of 
James Craw, who then told the declarant that M'Leod 
had gone to the late wake, accompanied by ano- 
ther girl ; declares that Dr Hoile was immediately 
sent for, and on his coming to the house, the declar- 
ant accompanied him to the room where her husband 
slept, there they found her husband's coat, which he 
had worn the previous day, folded up, and lying on a 
chair, and she thinks his hat and neck handkerchief 
were lying above the coat ; that the key of the shop 
door was also found lying upon the table, in the bed- 
room, which was the place her husband usually left it 
for the night ; declares that when she went into the 
kitchen to call the maid, as before declared to, she 
thinks the window shutter (which is a wooden one on 
the outside of the window) was shut and barred in the 
inside, at least she is certain it was shut ; that to the 
best of the declarant's knowledge there was no money, 
orany other article, amissingfrom the house that night ; 
that the declarant's husband's pocket-book was found 
locked up in the desk in the shop, containing as she 
was told, about twenty pounds ; that Henry Farquhar- 
son opened the shop door, and found the pocket-book 
locked up iu the desk as before declared to ; and the 
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declarant was told by Farquharson that he had found 
seven shillings in the deceased's pockets ; that she did 
not observe particularly in what state the bed clothe* 
upon her husband's bed were in, when she went up 
stairs to the room along with Dr Hoile, as before de* 
clared to ; declares that about three months before the 
term of Whitsunday last she was informed by her 
husband that he had given up his house in Montrose, 
and that he was to sell the furniture at that term, and 
then go to England ; that there was a small poker 
which was a little bent, and wanting the knob at the 
head, which always lay in the room at the foot of the 
stair, where the declarant slept ; that she did not ob- 
serve it in the room on Saturday merning, although it 
might have been there without the declarant having 
noticed it, and all this she declares to be truth ; one 
word in the foregoing declaration deleted before sign- 
ing ; further declares she cannot write. 

(Signed) PETER RANKEN. 
<U Forfar, the eighth day of June, eighteen hundred and twenty 
one years. 
The declaration contained in the seven preceding 
pages was emitted by the therein designed Margaret 
Ttndal or Shuttle worth, while in her sober senses, 
freely, voluntarily, and without compulsion, and was 
read over to, and adhered to by her, in presence of 
Feter Ranken, Esquire, Sheriff Substitute ef Forfar- 
shire ; William Hutchinson, Procurator Fiscal of the 
Shire of Forfar; and Thomas Carnaby, Sheriff Clerk 
Depute of the said Shire, 

(Signed) PETER RANKEN. 

WM. HUTCHINSON. 
THOMAS CARNABY, 

It is much to be feared that her habits of inebriety 
were not discontinued when in Forfar jail, the low 
cells of which admit of much too easy an intercourse 
with others. A feather bed, the gold watch, and such 
other articles as she could command, were disposed of, 
and the proceeds, through the medium of a female from 
this neighbourhood, applied to the purpose of a con- 
tinuance of that crime which she acknowledged was 
her ruin, 

That vice that brings a countless train of ills— 
That vice that poison on the soul distils. 
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On the 13th of September, she was taken to Perth, 
in custody, and lodged in the jail there. Her trial 
(Which see — particularly the second edition,) took 
place on the 19th, and the result was an unanimous 
verdict of guilty, with the entire concurrence and ap- 
probation of the Lords of Justiciary, who immediately 
passed sentence of death upon her. The following i» 
the 



AGAINST 
MARGARET TINDAL, OR SHUTTLEWORTH, 

Q|3Stae*U03£, bo rrjc m rfctct of an <&&&i\z t jHargarrt 
duoal or J$uttIetDortf), grrSent or (Sorter in tfje CoTbootfj 
of $)crtf), $annrl i£ founo jjtultp of tfje crime of i&urircr, 
€$«KHe?JF©ii<£, Sl>e ill 6n u£, tlje Eoro guStttc Clerlt autt 
Eor&fJttmtUo, IBecerneo ana &ojuoo;ea to be tarrico from 
fyz bar barb to trje Colbaatfj of $3ertl) , tfjere tfl be oetaiuetf 
antf feo ujwn breatt ana inater anl#, in tcrmtf of tfje ®ct of 
Parliament matte in tfje tfoentti'fiftf) gear of tfje reign of 
lis $aajcstn minfl <Seortje tfje £erontf, entitled, " <&n &rt 
for tije batter jrebcuting tfje fjorrtfc crime of #luroer ;? 
tmtil tf)c morning of Cfcurtfoap tfje first oajj of Nobcmbcr 
nert to tome, anc uaon tfjat oaj? transmtttco to an*r incarce- 
rate* in tfje Colbootfj of tfje 3Burgfj of fHontratfe, rljerein to 
be oetaineo until Jfrioan tfje secons oan of tfje saitr tnontfe 
of Nobember, ano upon tfjat Han, bettoirt tfje fjottrs of ttoo 
ano four in tfje afternoon, to be taben from tfje saio Col- 
boot^ to iSurrj jilace as t|je iHaattfrratetf of tfje gain 33urgfj of 
#Umtrose Sljall appoint, as tfje place of fjer errrution, ano 
ttjcre hij tfje IjaniiS of tfje ro mmonevccuttourr ta be ijannrn 
bg tlje neelt u$an a gibbet until slje be oratr, ano ortram 
fjer aaty altertoarW to be Belibereo to Batter ^Icranocr 
^onrof^rofessor of ®mttan\y in tlje Kfmbrnrtrj? of e$in* 
buroj, ta be pubfirr» oYrfsertrtr airtr xmtamiictr, in term* 
of ffjr forerfato Mztufe, fof)<r& ii pronounce* for tiaain. &z> 
otiirinff Ijrrcbu t&e iKaffitftrateS of $crl$, rlje -Sheriffs 
IBeoute of tfje Countirs of pertfj antr jForfar, antf tfjeir 
&nMti\nm m tfSagtrftrate* of tf>e 3Suiffij of j&ontrose, 
an* IgteejperjS of trjeir Colbaotf), ta far a,* tfjen are re^jper- 
tt^eln rancernea, to ^ee ftui ^entwwe out in eretutlon at 
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tl)hv ftigfintt |imt. eiben tottfjtn tljc Criminal Court 
feotitfe at |3crlb, tljc ttocnttrtfj tag af £«f trmta- an* 
iijaiufasttf eig&t fjuntrrrti mxa tmmUuatxt ncartf. 

(Signed) DAVID BOYLE. 

DAVID MONYPENNY. 
She was re-committed to Perth jail. On her remo- 
val from the bar she declared, as she quitted the pri- 
soner's box, that she had no doubt she would suffer 
but would die innocent of the crime. The warrant 
for her execution was received in Montrose on the 23d 
October. 

From the time of her condemnation, Mrs Shuttle- 
worth's behaviour was radically changed ; she could 
not supply herself with spiritous liquors, as she had not 
the means, neither did her situation, or the regulations 
of the jail permit it ; but she neither seemed to want 
or wish it. She gratefully acknowledged the attention 
of the jailor and his wife ; she lived (as the writer of 
this narrative is informed) on the same terms as them- 
selves, and much of that time which would otherwise 
have been lonely and dreary, was beguiled by the jail- 
or's wifereading to her. The clergy were very unremitt- 
ing in their attendance, and to general subjects of de- 
votion she paid the most religious attention; but as far 
as possible declined entering on her own case. When 
strongly pressed, which she much complained of in 
some instances, she shed tears, and declared she had 
nothing to confess ; that " she was perfectly ignorant 
of how her husband met his fate ;" that " she knew 
nothing of it, and believed him to have fallen down 
the stair." But at all times she avoided the subject as 
much as possible. On any other subject she was quite 
intelligent — anxious to hear news, and if any person 
called with whom she was familiar, inquired after their 
mutual acquaintances. 

At this period a letter was received from a clergy- 
man formerly intimately connected with Montrose, 
which stated, " At present Mrs Shuttleworth behaves 
with all that composure and fortitude which ought to 
accompany innocence. I believe there are none of the 
clergy who at present attend her would wish any of 
the consultations they have had with her to be made 
public, the time will come when there will be ao hesi- 
tation about such communications." 
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Some individuals who took an interest in the fate o? 
Mrs Shuttleworth, as the evidence was circumstantial 
only, and no positive evidence of the murder having 
been committed by her, applied by petition to the foun- 
tain of mercy. The following is a copy, and it was 
signed by about 200 individuals. 

Unto his most excellent Majesty George the Fourth, by the 
grace of God, King of Great Britain and Ireland, fyc. the 
Petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the Royal Burgh 
of Montrose^ 

Humbly Sheweth, 
That upon the twentieth day of September last, 
Margaret Tindal alias Shuttleworth, wife of Henry 
Shuttleworth, sometime Innkeeper in Montrose, wa« 
convicted before your Majesty's High Court of Jus- 
ticiary for Scotland, at Perth, of the murder of her hus- 
band, and sentenced to be executed here, upon the 
second day of November next. Far be it from your 
petitioners to impugn the sentence of this High Court, 
but they humbly beg leave to represent to your Ma- 
jesty that the verdict proceeded entirely upon circum- 
stantial evidence, and there is a strong probability 
that the deed may not have been committed by thm 
unhappy convict, who continues to declare herself in- 
nocent of the crime of which she has been found guilty. 
Upon the evening on which the unfortunate event 
happened, she was proved to have been put to bed in 
a state of intoxication, and when seen in the morning, 
she was still in a state almost of insensibility. It wa§ 
proved, that after she discovered the melancholy cir- 
cumstance of her husband's death, she was the first to 
give the alarm, and behaved in every respect in the way 
that a person in her situation, unconscious of guilt, 
would have done. Although a day elapsed before she 
was apprehended, she made no attempt to conceal 
herself, or to escape from justice, and she wished the 
funeral of her husband delayed, so as every inquiry 
might be made as to the cause of his death. There 
was not a single witness swore any thing directly im- 
plicating this unhappy culprit ; the evidence was en- 
tirely inferential, and there could be no adequate mo- 
tive assigned for the commission of a deed so appalling 
and unnatural. 

As the case is attended with considerable doubt, 
the petitioner*, under all the circumstances, humbly 
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think that the ends of justice might be satisfied by tlie 
substitution of any punishment short of death ; they 
hope there can be no necessity for the operation of 
any example to deter his Majesty's lieges in this quar- 
ter from the commission of a crime so abhorrent and 
unnatural. 

The petitioners, therefore, humbly implore that your 
Majesty's gracious compassion and clemency may be 
extended to this unhappy convict, in such a manner 
as to your Majesty, in your goodness, may seem meet, 
and thus save the peaceful citizens of this ancient burgh 
from the horror of witnessing a spectacle so distress- 
ing and melancholy ; and the petitioners shall ever 
pray, &c. 

At the same time the following petition was trans- 
mitted by Mrs Shuttleworth. 

Unto his most excellent Majesty George the Fourth, by the 
grace of God, King of Great Britain and Ireland, #<?. tht 
' Petition of Margaret Tindal, or Shuttle worth, present pri- 
soner in the Tolbooik of Perth,, 

H-UMBL7 Sheweth, 
That upon the twentieth day of September last, your 
Petitioner was convicted before your Majesty's High 
Court of Justiciary for Scotland, at Perth, for tht 
murder of her husband Henry Shuttleworth, and sen- 
tenced to be executed at Montrose upon the second 
day of November next. Your Petitioner doubts not 
that the verdict was a conscientious one, but it hat 
been pronounced in error, and proceeded entirely upon 
circumstancial evidence. Your Petitioner humbly begs 
leave to assure your Majesty that she is perfectly in- 
nocent of the crime of which she has been found guilty. 
She states it with shame and sorrow, that upon the 
evening on which the unfbrtunate event took place, she 
was proved to have been put to bed in a state of in- 
toxication, and when seen in the morning she was in a 
state almost of insensibility. She was totally uncon- 
scious of every thing, even of her own existence, at 
the time the melancholy circumstance took place ; this 
she is well aware would have been no palliation of her 
guilt had the crime really been committed by her. On 
the next morning, when she had in some degree reco- 
vered, she discovered the body of her husband dead 
and cold at the bottom of a stair in his own house, and 
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she naturally supposed that the melancholy event must 
have happened from his falling down the stair. She 
immediately alarmed the neighbourhood, and on the 
body being inspected by professional men, it was found 
that several dreadful wounds had been inflicted on the 
head with a blunt instrument, any one of which would 
have occasioned death. From the circumstances al- 
ready mentioned, although your petitioner, who ie a 
weakly woman, had even had the inclination, she was 
not possessed of the physical strength necessary to 
perpetrate this shocking murder. It is proved that 
immediately after your petitioner discovered the me* 
lancholy circumstance of her husband's death, she was 
the first to give the alarm, and behaved in every re- 
spect in the way that a person in her situation, uncon- 
scious of guilt, would have done. Although a day 
elapsed before she was apprehended she made no at- 
tempt to conceal herself, or to escape from justice, 
and she wished the funeral of her husband delayed so 
as every inquiry might be made as to the cause of his 
death. There was not a single witness swore any 
thing directly implicating your unhappy petitioner. 
After a precognition had been taken by the public 
prosecutor, your petitioner was committed to the Tol- 
booth of Forfar, a considerable distance from Mon- 
trose, and had therefore no opportunity of learning 
any thing farther regarding the death of her husband, 
of making any discovery of the person or persons who 
might have perpetrated the murder, or in short, of tak- 
in any steps for her exculpation at her approaching 

trial. A person of the name of — *, 

waited voluntarily upon your Petitioner in the jail of 
Forfar, and stated that he had been in the neighbour- 
hood of the dwelling-house of the deceased on the 
night the murder was committed ,* that he heard noise 
within the house, and that he went down an entry 
which was mentioned by other witnesses as having 
been shut ; this person pledged himself to come for- 
ward on your Petitioner's trial, but he disappeared 

in a mysterious manner, after making some very ma- 
^. . — ■...,—....■. . . i ■■ — ...■.,. ,. i . . ■ . . I , .-— — -. _ -... - — 

* The name is inserted in the petition, but as at the subsequent 
investigatipn by the Shciiff*, this individual was examined and no- 
thing found against him it is here omitted. 
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terial admissions to his wife in Montrose. Your pe- 
titioner was therefore deprived of the benefit of his 
evidence, which would, no douht, have operated to her 
advantage.* Your petitioner having declared her in- 
nocence of this most atrocious and unnatural crime, 
she need not say more ; she has no hope or refuge 
but in your Majesty's gracious compassion and cle- 
mency. As she has been found guilty by this high 
tribunal of her country, she cannot expect a total re- 
mission of the sentence, but she hopes your gracious 
Majesty, in your mercy, may think the ends of justice 
satisfied by the substitution of some punishment short 
of death ; for, even if your petitioner had been guilty 
(which is not the case), there would have been no ab- 
solute necessity for the operation of any example to 
deter your Majesty's lieges in this quarter from the 
commission of a crime so abhorrent and unnatural. 

The Petitioner, therefore, most humbly implores 
that your Majesty's most gracious compassion and 
clemency may be extended towards her in such a 
manner as to your Majesty in your goodness may 
seem meet. So fervently prays the most unfortunate, 
distressed, and wretched of your Majesty's subjects. 
(Signed) MARGARET f SHUTTLEWQRTH. 
her mark. 

In consequence of the petitions and a correspondence 
that took place between Lord Sidmouth and the Law 
Officers of the Crown for Scotland, Government grant- 
ed the following respite for one month. 

* The circumstance alluded to in Mrs Shuttleworth's 
petition has found its way into all the newspapers, and 
is narrated by them as follows : 

" The circumstance alluded to is a report, tending 

to implicate , residing in Montrose, whose 

wife is said to have declared that her husband was ab- 
sent on the night the murder was committed, and that 
he came in with bloody hands at five o'clock on the fol- 
lowing morning ; that when interrogated he confessed 
being in Shuttleworth's house along with his half-bro- 
ther, who is a smuggler of whisky ; that he spoke 
through his sleep, and afterwards left the town, &c. 
This individual has since returned. He utterly denies 
the charge brought against him, and has offered togure 
himself up."— -Montrose Chronkk* 
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Whitehall, 2ftA October, 1851. 

Sir— I am to signify to you, the Lords Justices 

pleasure, that the execution of the sentence of death, 

passed upon Margaret Tindal, alias Shuttleworth, now 

in the goal of Perth, be respited for one month, from 

the day appointed for her execution The prisoner 

must be informed that this respite is granted only for 
the purpose of making further inquiries into the cir- 
cumstances of her case.— I am, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, 

(Signed) WILLIAM HAMILTON. 

P. S You will acknowledge the receipt hereof, by 

return of post. 

The Sheriff Depute of Forfar, 

The Provost and Magistrates of Perth, 

And all others whom it may concern. 

Received in Montrose, 20th October, 1821, at 
9P.M, A duplicate was received next post, in 
case the original had been mis-sent. 
When the respite was intimated to Mrs Shuttleworth 
she felt no ways cheered by the intelligence ; a pre- 
sentiment seems to have taken place in her mind that 
she would be executed, and therefore she frequently 
lamented the trouble taken about her, conceiving it of 
no avail. In terms of her sentence, she was removed 
from Perth jail early in the morning of Thursday the 
1st of November, and arrived at Montrose the same 
day at half- past one o'clock. A considerable crowd 
collected, but she gave little cause for observation, as- 
cending the stair of the jail rapidly and unhesitatingly. 
On the day the execution was appointed to take 
place a number of strangers were seen in town, no 
doubt brought thither by the expected awful catas- 
trophe. On the Monday after the execution had 
been appointed to take place the Sheriff repaired to 
Montrose for investigation, when the witnesses were 
examined, and several others . The investigation was 
secret, and what took place during it is not permitted 
to be published ; but it is presumed nothing had been 
expiscated in favour of the prisoner, as no recommen- 
dation for the royal clemency was forwarded. Some 
legal doubts having arisen whether the respite was 
for a lunar or kalendar month, the case was laid 
before the Twelve Judges of England, who recom- 



mended an extension of the respite for five days., qj? 
to the 7th of December, but no commutation of pu_- 
mshment or parjlon, was suggested. 

Whitehall, 19/A November, 1821. 

Sirs — I am to signify to you, the King's commands,, 
that the execution of the sentence of death, passed 
upon Margaret Tindal, alias Shuttleworth, be further 
respited till the seventh day of December next, on 
which day, the law will take its course. — I am, Sire, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) SIDMOUTH. 

P. S. — You will acknowledge the receipt hereof by 
return of post. 

The Sheriff Depute of Forfar, 

The Provost and Magistrates of Montrose, 

And all others whom it may concern. 

Received in Montrose, 22d November, 1821, 
at 9. P. M. 

Mrs S.'s conduct in jail was nearly unvaried, she ge- 
nerally rose betwen nine and ten, breakfasted at ten*, 
and about twelve got a bottle of warm beer with oat* 
meal; her dinner was the same as her keeper's, tea in 
the evening, and any slight refreshment for supper, at 
which time she also got warm beer. The structure 
of the prison being such as not to allow the intro- 
ducing any artificial warmth into it, she was much 
distressed by chilblains; and, on one of her visitors 
recommending application to a doctor, she remark, 
ed, good humouredly, " That she need not much 
mind about her legs, as the doctors would soon have 
her body and legs altogether to dress them as they 
chose** By the friendly attention of her keeper, and a 
little care on her own part, the disease was removed, 
and she was not troubled with a recurrence of it during 
the latter part of her confinement. 

Besides her own friends and casual visitors, which 
were admitted or rejected as she wished, she was re- 
gularly visited by the Magistrates ; and assisted in her 
devotions by the Established and Dissenting Clergy, 
in the town. The Rev. Dr Paterson was often with 
her, the Rev. Mr Dodgson was also a frequent visitor, 
and on the evening of each Sunday read the service of 

* The allowance to condemned persons is fourpence a-daj onj/ 
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Hie day and a sermon. She had many books an* I 
tracts left with her, which she gratefully received, but 
generally attended little to, considering the word of 
God, as contained in the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Prayer Book of the Church of England, of which she 
considered herself a member, as sufficient to guide ber in 
the way of salvation. One gentleman was kind enough 
to leave his watch with her, that she might note the 
hours, which to her seemed to linger as they passed j 
this, with the books which were given her, she carefully 
arranged, and gave the officer instructions about them 
the day previous to her execution — and they were all 
carefully restored. 

It has been already mentioned, that Mrs S. was illi- 
terate, but under the care of the Reverend clergymen, 
she very much improved in reading, and in this she 
confined herself to the perusal of books of devo- 
tion ; she was anxious to hear a newspaper, or any 
book read to her, in which instruction was blended 
with amusement. She felt particularly interested in 
the case of George Thorn, who was executed at Aber- 
deen for murder ; and after the details of the execu- 
tion, and more horrid account of the galvanic experi- 
ments tried upon the body previous to dissection, were 
read to her, she expressed her detestation of the crime, 
and said that had she been even guilty of the crime 
imputed to her, she would have considered herself 
11 a saint in comparison to him."* 

It had come to her knowledge in Perth that her trial 
had been published; but for icasons unknown to the 
writer, it had not been deemed prudent to allow her a 
sight of it. In Montrose jail it was read to her, at her 
very particular request. She acknowledged its general 
accuracy, though she said " there was some things a 
wanting ;" but wondered much that those who had nei- 
ther the opportunity of seeing or hearing the trial could 
print it so accurately." On the Surgeons* Certificate 
being read (the only part she bestowed an observation 
on) she said, " Doctors should be very particular 
what reports they give in " 

• Thorn went to his brother-in-law *s house, wilh the diabolical 
intention of murdering the whole family by mixing poison with 
their food. He did so— one person died, and it is probable that 
neither of the other thres will e?er again enjoy perfect health. 
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When incarcerated here, the Magistrates, with a 
laudable anxiety to spare their fellow citizens the trou- 
ble of watching the prisoner, hired constables for the 
purpose. The weather was stormy, and the few men 
to be got for hire were soon fatigued out ; a meeting 
was therefore convened of the citizens and burgesses, 
and arrangements made for mounting twelve of them 
as a guard every night, from 9 P. M. to 6 A. M. which 
painful duty was regularly performed, two keeping 
guard in front and two at the back of the jail, the pre- 
cincts of which was well lighted up with lamps kept 
burning all night. On her first getting notice of this 
arrangement, she exclaimed, " What ! twelve special 
constables, * — and sworn by the Sheriff too — to guard 
a poor wretch like me, when one of them might put 
me in their pouch (pocket). I never intended to at- 
tempt an escape. If I had, my time was before now." 

One or two anecdotes more and the narrative will be 
resumed. The jail of Montrose stands in an open area 
without any court yard or wall, which renders it very 
difficult to prevent improper intercourse with the pri- 
soners, and it also subjects the prisoners to much an- 
noyance when they approach the openings in their 
cells to breathe uncontaminated air. From the curio- 
sity her case excited, it will not be wondered at that 
Mrs S. suffered much from this annoyance. One day 
two farm servants, of rather grotesque appearance, their 
bonnets being reliques of antiquity, but ornamented on 
the top with large bunches of red worsted, went saun- 
tering round the jail, and " whistled as they went for 
want of thought ;" making inquiry if they " could see 
the wife that was ga'en to be hanget ;" at same time 
proposing to each other their arrangements for witness- 
ing the execution. Mrs S. had the pain of this scene 
inflicted on her — went to the window, and gratified 
their rude curiosity. " Poor men," said she, " I think 
you had better attend to your horses and carts ; it can 
be little matter to you whether I be hanged or not." 
It is uncertain whether her words were so audible as to 
reach their ears, but the young rustics withdrew. 

• Mrs S. was not altogether correct here, all burgesses, whe- 
ther constables or not, are liable to *« watch and ward." 
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The Rev. J. Dodgson, one day, when engaged in re- 
ligious exercises with her (reading the prayers for con- 
demned criminals) heard some scratching in a corner 
of her cell, and kindly inquired if she was annoyed with 
rats. " Oli no, Sir, ,,r said she, " its your beautiful little 
dog ; its Pinoher.*' Mr Dodgson expressed his regret 
that he should have brought him to disturb her, under- 
standing he had been left at home. — u Its no disturb- 
ance to me, Sir. I am fond of dogs ; we had a dog of 
our own j he used to sleep under Henry's bed ; and if 
it had not been for him he would not have met with 
such a death." Mr Dodgson, attending to the pur- 
poses of his visit, made no observation; but having 
thought on it himself, and mentioned it to some of the 
Magistracy, at a subsequent period inquired what she 
meant by it ? The question came on her unexpectedly, 
and was answered promptly and without hesitation. 
" Indeed, Sir, I meant that the dog had been locked out 
that night, and the only night I ever knew of; many 
people heard him barking, and my poor husband, no 
doubt, anxious to let in his favourite, met his death by 
falling down the stair in going to let him in." The dog 
was in Mr S.'s bed when strangers arrived, but this does 
not invalidate Mrs S.'s assertion, as the gate and doors 
had been for some time open. 

Though almost invariably unaffectedly cheerful, she 
had occasionally depression of spirits — and her excla- 
mations then were generally, " O my mother 1" — She 
behaved with the most Christian like deportment when 
speaking of the Judges and Jury, and those who had 
been any way connected with the prosecution ; she did 
not see how the Jury could have come to another ver- 
dict with such evidence before them ; still she was 
conscious of innocence. She also frequently repeated 
almost unconsciously, " O my good God — he knows 
that I am innocent." 

Mrs S. like Buonaparte, was a fatalist ; and certain- 
ly there were some extraordinary coincidences in her 
fate. She was born on the 20th September, 1785 ; the 
accident with the child* on the 20th September, 1796 ; 
she was married on the 20th September 1806, and the 
warrant for her execution is dated 20th September, 

• This has been ascertained since the first edition was published. 
D 
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1521. Also that day fifteen years she left Scotland? 
was the day first appointed for hef execution. 

Several gentlemen, clergymen and others, who had 
had access to her, and who had taken every oppor- 
tunity of informing themselves on the subject of the 
murder, and also of the conduct and behaviour of the 
prisoner, having a strong impression of her innocence 
of this crime impressed on their minds, as a last effort 
proposed a petition, which was forwarded on Tuesday 
the 27th November to Lord Sidmouth, it was written 
by the Rev. Patrick Cushnie, and in substance stated: 

" Far be it from your petitioners to impugn the sen- 
tence of this high Court ; but they humbly beg leave 
to represent to your Majesty, that as the verdict 
against her rested on circumstantial evidence, there is 
a possibility of her innocence, and this apprehension 
has been strongly impressed on the minds of your peti- 
tioners by the whole tenor of her conduct during her 
confinement in this place, and ever since the time of 
her execution was communicated to her ; they there- 
fore pray that your Majesty's mostgracious clemency 
may be extended to this unfortunate woman, and that 
the sentence of death may be commuted into that of 
banishment for life, that thus the peaceable citizens of 
Montrose may bl spared witnessing the revolting scene 
of a public execution, especially when a female is the 
object of punishment, and a possibility existing of her 
being innocent. And your petitioners," &c. 

This petition was signed by about thirty persons, 
of the greatest respectability, clergymen, gentlemen 
in office in the magistracy, and opulent householders. 
It was also accompanied by a private letter from Mr 
Cushnie to Lord Sidmouth, stating, « That as a clergy- 
man, he had had frequent opportunities of seeing the 
prisoner ; that he had particularly watched her con- 
duct; that he had made every inquiry at and in re- 
gard to her, and that the result of the whole was, that 
he had great doubts of her guilt, or rather, in point of 
fact, believed her innocent of the murder.'* In this 
opinion Mr C. was not singular, as many others were 
of the same opinion. During the interval of suspense 
that this application occasioned, Mrs S. remained 
cheerful and resigned, no waysbuoyed up with the hopes 
of a remission of punishment, still asserting her inno- 
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uencc, but thinking her fate certain, and looking for-^ 

ward to it witli the greatest resignation. 

Whilst metk resignation upholding the spirit, 
Present! a lirigrit scene to the uplifted eye, 
A scene which the penitent sure shall inherit 
Where hearts bleed no more and the tear shall be dry. 

There is little to narrate during this period, only 
$he sometimes mentioned that she hoped to meet her 
husband in heaven, and that she should soon know 
more than all the world. 

Previous to the arrival of the respite, the apparatus 
of death had been privately prepared, and the arrange- 
ments made with the executioner at Aberdeen, who 
arrived on the Tuesday evening, accompanied by an 
officer, who had been sent for him ; he was engaged 
for ten pounds, but as his services were not necessary, 
he accepted of two pounds, with payment of his cx- 
pences, and was escorted back to Aberdeen. Many 
persons, anxious to see the individual who had been 
instrumental in sending so many of his species to 
■ " That undiscovered country 
*< From whose bourne no traveller rtturn^," 

waited on him at his lodgings ; and if his visitors were 
not as fashionably dressed, his levee was nearly as 
numerously attended as if he had been Prime Minister. 
Mrs S. paid much attention to the new Manual 
of Devotion, left with her by Mr Cushnie, and if the 
writer may judge from the appearance of the book, 
which now lies on the desk beside him, she must have 
been very assiduous in attending to the prayers appro- 
priated for the different days of the week, as they are 
much " thumbed/* and the binding loose. There are 
also several particular passages marked by her of which 
the following is given as specimens : — 

" Oh, Lord, I am not worthy to lift up my^eyes unto thee < 
but whither should a wretch in guilt and misery look but unto 
thee) the fountain of all mercy? Whither but to God, who.se 
mercy is greater than our wickedness? To a God whose property 
it is to be kind to his enemies ; and whose patience to bear our 
sins is as great as his power to punish them, and who had much 
rather be reconciled to us, than take vengeance on us, ■ • • • 
and invitest us with alt the tenderness, and bowels of a compas- 
sionate father, to turn from our evil ways, and be for ever happy 
in thy eternal kingdom." Also, " Let no temptation so far pre- 
vail with me as to put an end to my day* — but let mo consider 
that I am thy creature, and that thou only hast a right to dispose 
of my life, and that it is my duty to submit to the greatest trou 



2$ 

bles, when thou teest fit to lay them on me.*' And • • * succour 
thy poor servant now* languishing under great weakness of body, 
look with an eye of mercy upon her, who is now in appearance 
drawing near the time of her dissolution ; " * * * that she may 
come to her great change without guilt, and feel its near approach 
without fear or terror— Oh, give her a firm and well grounded 
assurance— that thou art fully reconciled unto her, and now she 
is entering into the valley of the shadow of death, take care of 
her and carry her through that dark passage into the bright re- 
gions of eternal bliss ; • • * Oh merciful God, take her not out 
of this world till she is fitted and prepared, that she may not find 
the door to everlasting happiness shut against her. • * * * O 
Lord, bear her prayer, and the prayer of all her friends ; for her 
support in her dying agonies, strengthen her under all her 
weaknesses, visit her with the strong consolation of thy Holy Spirit, 
and receive her into the blessed society of saints; there to love, 
praise* and adore thee for ever, through the merits of thy beloved 
Son Jesus Christ the righteous. Amen. 

On the Sunday preceding her dissolution, Mrs S. 
was very thoughtful, and her spirits depressed ; in the 
forenoon seeing from the windows many of her old ac- 
quaintances going to church, herself retired from 
their observation ; a circumstance not common with 
her. In the afternoon she listened attentively to the 
sound of " the church going bell." 

< 4 Which ever on the holy day 

Calls sinners out to praise and pray." 

It is said she counted the strokes, and when it ceased 
shed tears, stating, that <* that was the last church bell 
she could ever hear on earth" strongly expressing her 
regret that she could not now attend to that holy ordi- 
nance in a public manner, very pathetically deploring 
her neglect of and inattention to the duties of that holy 
day. The Rev. Mr Dodgson read the service of the 
flay to her, and a sermon as usual. She was now fully 
in possession of her usual composure ; calm, devout, 
and resigned. 

On the Monday she was rather anxious and gloomy. 
On Tuesday impatient, thinking that the answer to 
the petition might reach her Counsel in Edinburgh on 
that day, whilst she would be unable to learn its con- 
tents*. On the Tuesday evening, the finisher of the 
law was again escorted to Montrose ; as his arrival 
was anticipated, a considerable number of persons 
met the gig, and followed it with some noise to his 
lodgings, where he was guarded by two officers. Some 
inconsiderate persons made disturbance at the house 
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in the early part of the night, but by the activity of 
the constables then watching and the officers, they 
were repelled. It is customary even for females to be 
handcuffed a few days preceding their execution ; but 
the Magistrates, with a humanity that does them equal 
honour as men and as rulers, rather appointed guards 
to remain with her inside. She was unwilling to have 
fire kindled, apprehending, from jts long disuse, that it 
might sicken her : but she felt no bad effects from it ; 
at times when her watchers were taking some refresh- 
ment, she was twice or thrice recommended to take a 
small quantity of spirits, but always declined. On 
Wednesday she was less troubled, and now quite re- 
signed to her fate. On Thursday she rose at her usual 
time, and was not visited by any but the usual at- 
tendants till the erection of the scaffold commenced. 

On Bailie Clark going down about mid-day, he sug- 
gested to her the propriety of disponing such articles 
as she possessed. She said that " she did not care 
about these matters, her only thought now was about 
her soul's salvation," But on it being pointed out to 
her, that according to her own statement, she was suf- 
fering under a misunderstanding, it would be better to 
prevent any here by devising her effects. She imme- 
diately saw the propriety of so doing, and dictated the 
following will, which W. Bennet wrote. 

Montrose Jail, December 6, 1821. 

I, Margaret Tindal, alias Shuttle worth, considering 
that the time of my death is at hand, and being dis- 
posed to prevent all disputes and misunderstanding 
among my friends after my death, relative to such mo- 
nies, clothes, and other articles, which may belong to 
me at my death, I hereby declare, that it is my will and 
desire, that such monies, clothes, and other articles, 
may be distributed as follows: — The two gold rings that 
I am presently wearing I appoint to be given to my mo- 
ther and sister; the broad gold ring to my mother, the 
guinea gold ring to my sister ; my new printed gown to 
my niece Margaret Tindal ; my gold watch seal, to my 
brother John Tindal ; my gold watch key, to my un- 
cle Joshua Lee, and gold broach to his son, John Lee ; 
my half dozen china cups, saucers, &c. to my aunt 
Joshua Lee's wife ; my half dozen plated tea-spoons, 
to my brother John Tindal's wife; and all the residue 
of effects divided between my mother and sister Jean 
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Tindal. 'And I appoint and particularly request 
James Craw, slater, and James Watson, merchant, my 
old neighbours, to take upon them the trouble of see- 
ing this my will and desire carried into effect. And 
I do hereby declare the above my voluntary will re- 
garding the distribution of my effects, in presence of 
James Iteid and William Bennet, town officers in Mon- 
trose ; and written by the said W. Bennet ; and to 
which, because I cannot write, I add my mark, this 
sixth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-one, &c. 

(Signed) MARGARET f SHUTTLEWORTII. 
her mark. 
JAMES REID, witness. 
Wm. BENNET, witness. 

When this was completed her mother and sister 
were admitted. It having been said that an attempt had 
been made to furnish her with a pen-knife, it was 
deemed proper that every visitor should be carefully 
searched. Her sister was so, as she had a few neces- 
saries for Mrs S., in her apron. Having just seen the 
gibbet constructing, having come upon it unexpected- 
ly, is it wonderful that she was agitated or even irri- 
tated when searched. Nothing improper was found 
on her ; but the conduct of the sisters were very dif- 
ferent — the one calm and resigned — the other giving 
strong vent to her feelings. — " Jean," said Mrs S. " if 
you cannot master your passion, you should not come 
here — I am on the verge of eternity, and that is not 
a way to behave in my presence — If you cannot con- 
duct yourself better, 1 do not wish to see you — 1 know 
my fate — I am to be hanged to-morrow, and my body 
given to the doctors, but, O my good God, he know* 
that 1 am innocent." 

During the afternoon she spent some time in private 
prayer, and having arranged such books as had been 
left with her, she was visited by the Rev. J. Dodg- 
son preparatory to the administration of the Holy Sa- 
crament, which she was very anxious to receive. Af- 
ter the clergyman left her she was unsettled — calm — 
resigned — impatient, 

«'• Every thing by turns, and nothing lung ! M 
When Bailie Clark was with her she was anxious to 
know whether there was any possibility of any other 
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perion getting hold of a letter which might be forwarded 
to the Magistrates in her favour. The Bailie assured 
her there was not, and if any circumstance should ren- 
der the Provost's attendance inconvenient, he himself 
would be in the way, and prevent the possibility of such 
an event, though he did not anticipate it. 

Many of the inhabitants had expected the ar- 
rival of an answer from Lord Sldmouth on the. 
Tuesday, but none arriving then, and Wednesday 
not being a post day, the town, as the period of the ar- 
rival of the post approached, was in the most feverish 
state of anxiety and impatience. No public cveQt 
ever anticipated in Montrose, was remembered to have 
collected such a crowd at the post office. Ail was 
still and gloomy, the parties formed ii) groups, and 
each was speculating on what would be the result, 
when it was announced that a letter had been received 
addressed to the Rev. P. Cushnie, in answer to his let- 
ter, and the petition (see page *z6). The Rev. gen- 
tleman not being in Montrose, the letter was carried to 
the Court-Room and opened by the Lord Provost, in 
presence of the Magistrates. The contents, as foU 
lows, are accurately copied from the original, 

Whitehall, 3d December, 1821. 

Sir — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 27th inst., accompanied with a petition in 
behalf of Margaret Tindal, alias Shuttle worth. The 
case of the prisoner has already undergone the most 
mature consideration, and the petition which you 
have transmitted, tloes not state any circumstance that 
would justify me, with my public duty, in advising bis 
Majesty to extend the Royal mercy to the prisoner in 
question — I have the honour to be, Sir, your most 
obedient servant, (Signed) SIDMOUTH. 

The Rev. P. Cushnie, Montrose, 
Received in Montrose, 6th December, 1S2I, at 20 
minutes past 9. P. M. 

The Provost, with a laudable anxiety to gratify the 
excessive interest excited, caused the contents of the 
letter to be communicated to the dense mass which 
now crowded round the jail and post -office, &c. for in- 
formation. It is disagreeable to relate, but true it is, 
that when the contents of the letter were made known 
a buzz**, expressive of approbation, was uttered by no 
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inconsiderable portion of the crowd. This was immedi- 
ately repressed by a general cry of " Shame ! shame!"* 
What must have been the feelings of the unhappy wo- 
man at this time ; could she suppose that any of the 
same species could rejoice in her misery ; would she 
riot conceive that she Was to be allowed to spend her 
days in a foreign land, where he/self and her failings 
would be equally unknown? If such were her reflec- 
tions she was soon to be most painfully disappointed. 
The Provost, the Kev. Dr Patterson, and some other 
clerical gentlemen, went to the jail with the letter, 
the contents of which were imparted to her — " Lord 
have mercy on my soul," said she, and after a short 
pause, " Well, but I am not disappointed, as I never 
expected any tiling else/* 

Leaving Mrs Shuttleworth for a short period, the 
out-door preparations will now be described; 

On the Provost receiving the Death Warrant, the 
Cabinet-makers, Wrights, Joiners, &c. to the number 
of 20 or upwards, were called before the Town Council, 
and a plan for a gibbet, with specifications furnished 
by Mr Alexander, surveyor of Public Works at Perth, 
submitted to them. No individual being willing to 
contract for the work, a Committee of seven was ap- 
pointed, viz. 

John Ferrier, Deacon. 
James Japp, Upholsterer. John Jolly, Upholsterer 
David Turnbull, Builder. Robert Gibb, Engineer, 
Alexander Smith, Architect. Joseph Miller, Builder. 
With instructions to modify the plan to as moderate an 
expence as possible, but to make the work so substantial, 
as to prevent any risk of accident, and to endeavour to 
contract for it. If such contract could not be effected 
to call out the trade in general to assist in the construc- 
tion and erection of the said gibbet. Several members of 
the trade, nodoubt unwilling to perform so disagreeable 
a duty, did not attend till summoned by the town 
officers. 

The Committee, of whom the Deacon was elected 
president, agreed to adhere to the plan and spccifica- 
tion furnished them, a nd under their direction the wood 
" Facts are here narrated, but could not an excuse be easily found 
— was it not horror at the crime, and a wish that such a horrid 
one should not go unpunished, and not detestation of the crimi- 
nal that prompted this ebullition of feeling ? 
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was procured, and when cut to the required dimensions 
conveyed to the Old Council-house, when two of the 
Committee attended to oversee seven of the trade em- 
ployed in executing the work. Operations were com- 
menced on Monday 28th October, on Tuesday the 
Committee and operatives were relieved by an equal 
number of their brethren. Their work was nearly com- 
pleted, when the respite arrived by that evening's post, 
and the Deacon accompanied by one of the Commit- 
tee, waited on the Provost, expressing their hopes that 
their disagreeable duty was now at end, and that further 
proceedings would be unnecessary. The Provost 
judged it more judicious that their work should be com- 
pleted, and the whole arranged in the Council-house, 
and the gallows for several weeks afforded an occasional 
bed to many a weary watcher. 

On the Wednesday preceding the execution, in con- 
sequence of instructions from the Provost, their Con- 
vener summoned the Committee to a meeting in the 
Trade's-Hull, when it was resolved, that the work 
should commence on Thursday at noon precisely, 
by seven of those who had not been employed as 
opreators but the whole Commitee to oversee. 
Agreeable to this resolution the workmen attended, 
and an unprecedented bustle took place at the area 
in front of the jail. The scavengers and other ser- 
vants of the town breaking up the streets, digging 
holes for the posts, &c. the workmen taking out and 
arranging the wood — which had been previously so 
well adjusted as to occasion little trouble in the construc- 
tion — while for strength and solidity it might have been 
conceived intended to last for ages. May never again 
a similar erection be necessary in Montrose I 

The scaffold was a platform 1 2 feet square, support- 
ed by six upright posts, into which joists or beams 
were strongly morticed, it was ten feet from the ground, 
and was accessible by a wooden stair on the north, and 
the stair of the prison on the south ; there was a gang- 
way from the door of the Council-house to the scaffold, 
also railed in, and about 4- feet wide ; on the south three 
temporary steps were added to the stair, to make the 
scaffold accessible. The drop in front of the scaffold 
was 4» feet square. The gibbet consisted of 2 upright 
posts extending 8 feet above the scaffold, or 18 feet 
D2 



from the ground, with a transverse beam at top, in the 
middle of which was a pully, and another at the south 
side, over which the fatal cord passed, and was made 
fast to a elect* a little below the pulley. The drop 
was hinged at the back and upheld by a beam in 
front, which turning on a bolt at one end, was supported 
by a cord at the other, and attached to the gibbet; the 
moment the cord was cut the beam fell by its own 
weight, and the drop turned down on its hinges. Con- 
siderable progress was made in the work on Thursday, 
but from the shortness of the day, and the job being a 
dreary one, they retired from their labours at twilight — 
to refresh themselves after the fatigues of the day. 

The worthy Deacon and his colleagues resumed 
their labours at day break, when the area in front of 
the prison was railed in and strongly barricaded to pre- 
vent any accident which the great pressure of the 
crowd might occasion, and by 10 o'clock on Friday 
morning all was in readiness. The wages as allowed 
by the Committee was 3s 6d a -day to those that su- 
perintended, and 2s (id a day to the operators, the 
whole expence of gibbet, rope, scaffold, gangways, &c. 
with some gratuities to the workmen as drink money, 
was about Thirty Pounds, 

During the proceedings of the workmen on Thuri- 
day the concourse of spectators was numerous, but 
their stay of short duration ; when the workmen retired 
a considerable crowd collected, which in the earlier 
part of the evening were indulged by being permitted 
to get close to, and examine the work ; constables 
were on the ground to prevent any disorder, but as the 
night advanced, they were kept without trouble a few 
yards from it. The town for the whole evening was in 
a bustle, parties, tradesmen and their families,— even 
young and well educated females, went in groups ; 
anxious to see, and yet not wishing it to be thought 
curiosity was the cause of their taking that direc- 
tion, hurried rapidly past. The chronicler of these 
events, accompanied one female to witness the 
preparations ; she was so horrified that she passed ra- 
pidly along, scarcely breathing, and never had any 
distinct idea of thegibbet ; all she recollected was seeing 
some- " white sticks." Others, less impressed with ter- 

" Nautical readers will understand what is meant — after dili- 
gent inquiry no other word could be found to describe it bj* 
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ror at the deadly erection, passed and re- passed till 
there curiosity was gratified, or stood in groups, 
making their remarks. 

Returning now to the prisoner, after she had 
walked apart a little, and brought her mind to 
composure, one of the attendants of the Jail was 
dispatched to borrow six Psalm books. Those 
present were, Provost Gibson, Dr J. Paterson, her 
sister, nephew, It. Ogiivie and J. Shaw, the officer. 
The Rev. Dr. continued with her in offices of de- 
votion, reading, prayer, and praise, till five mi- 
dutes past one. The provost retired about eleven. 
Her ear-rings were taken out, and she retired to rest. 
Her sleep rather resembled those slumbers that are 
the result of excessive fatigue, or are procured by me- 
dicine. She dreamed, started on her couch, talked 
through her sleep, mentioned her husband, and again 
sunk into a troubled repose. At a very early hour 
these broken slumbers were finally disturbed by some 
violent strokes on the gibbet, on which that day she 
was to suffer death. Though the perpetrators of this 
deed have not been detected ; their own consciences 
will punish them for so improper an alarm ; or was it 

•* A walking dream, a visitfn of the air, the mind'i; creation,** 
This occurred at five a. m., aud she proposed rising, 
but it was recommended to her to keep herself easy, 
that she would be more comfortable in bed than up, 
there being sufficient time to make her arrangements 
previous to the arrival of those intending to visit her, 
and the official persons who must necessarily be present 
during the day. She was impatient to rise, and gave 
as a reason, " The sair day's work she had to do.'* 
At half past five she arose and arrayed herself in a 
clean dress, and after having arranged her little toilette 
by the feeble light of a lamp, and received her custom- 
ary quantity of warm beer, which she apologized troub- 
ling the attendants for, saying that it would now be 
for the last time; she applied herself to devotion, read- 
ing, praying, &c. till eight o'clock. She then dressed 
for the day, clean and neat, but no display of finery, 
took breakfast (tea) ; but what was uncommon, with- 
out bread. 

On Friday morning, notwithstanding the incessant 
rain, many people witnessed the proceedings, and the 
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executioner was a particular object of interest. He 
examined the whole apparatus, produced the " death 
dealing cord/'* and adjusted it, attaching it to the 
cleet. He also tried the drop, which appalled many 
of the visitors by the noise it made in falling down, 
after which he retired into the prison, and was not 
again visible to the public till the execution. 

The Rev. J. Dodgson was with her on Thursday 
from three to four in the afternoon, which time was 
..pent in prayer and other devout exercises prepara- 
tory to the administration of the Sacrament, which she 
was wry anxious to receive. On Friday morning he 
arrived at the Jail so early as nine o'clock, and wish- 
ing to be alone with her during the administration of 
this Holy Ordinance, the watchers and attendants 
withdrew. About one hour was passed in prayers, ap- 
propriate to the occasion ; the funeral service was also 
read. Immediately previous to administering the Holy 
Sacrament, the Rev. Clergyman adjured her in the 
most solemn manner, as she was about appearing be- 
fore ALMIGHTY GOD, preparatory to her partak- 
ing of the Sacred Emblems of the body and blood of 
her Saviour, that she would confess to him the whole 
truth, as she must be very conscious what an addition 
it would be to her guilt, if at that time she could dare 
to assert a falsehood. She replied, « { Indeed, Sir, I 
am perfectly conscious qfxvhat an aggravation it would 
be to the crime, if I had committed it, and notjo at this 
moment ivould deny it ; but I solemnly declare I am iw- 
nocent of the crime laid to my charge, SO HELP ME 
GOD ;" on which she received the Holy Sacrament in 
the most pious and devout manner. One remark of 
her's may be mentioned, " I look upon this, my con- 
demnation, as a just judgment of the Almighty for 
the punishment of my very wicked and irregular life, 
and other sins I have committed, but this most heinous 
crime I am innocent of. The Rev. Clergyman left her 
at eleven in a state of mind calm, composed, and resigned. 
She then put on such apparel as she intended to be her 
last. In the forenoon when Dr J. Paterson was with 
her, a servant girl with whom she was acquainted, anxi- 

* The cord was in all five fathoms in length ; it was manufac- 
tured in Montrose, of the best hemp, and contained thirty threads 
or strands in its composition. 
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ous to see her, made application and was admitted. The 
girl, who had at one period been her servant, was over- 
powered with grief, clung round her, and cried vehe- 
mently, asking her kind mistress to give her any 
thing that might be a keepsake. Mrs S. having dis- 
posed of the whole of her property, and perhaps not 
having a penny, said she knew of nothing to give her* 
<< O gimma, (give me) a lock of your hair," Scissars 
were borrowed, and the young affectionate girl was in- 
dulged in her wish. She retired in an agony of grief, 
whilst Mrs S. was comparatively composed. She 
wished also to see a boy who had occasionally gone 
messages and transacted little commissions for her. 
She gave him an orange — closely embraced him, and 
said, " my man, if I had as little sin in this world as 
you, I needed na* care how soon I died." Mrs S. had 
in the morning intimated that the last warm beer she 
expected was then to be given her, but at the usual 
hour she seemed to want and got it. She also receiv- 
ed a glass of wine on the introduction of the Magis- 
trates. By half past twelve she was ready for all 
who had now to enter the prison. At this period it 
was discovered she had no apron, and as she wished 
one it was borrowed for her, black gloves were also 
procured, arid when the attendant dropt one of them, 
and was making a search for it, " It's here, Sir, ye 
dropt it at that window." 

Between the intervals of her visitors Mrs S. was im- 
patient, but not discontented ; a hectic flushed her 
cheek, but her actions were regular and consistent. 
When any one was with her, she asked no questions 
foolish or improper ; to such as were proposed to her 
rational answers were returned. During this day she 
repeatedly asked about the executioner, where he was, 
&c. When otherwise unengaged, the bible and prayer 
book were her resources. 

The military, by order of the Magistrates, were as- 
sembled at the market place at noon, and the consta- 
bles, to the number of 360, the greater part of whom 
attended, in the Guild- Hall, half an hour afterwards. 
They were marched off in small detachments under 
their respective leaders, and took their station in front 
of the jail, within the baricade, previous to one o'clock, 
where they remained till the execution was over, whilst 
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4t Loud rosr'd the wind, the rain fell fast." 
At one o'clock the bell commenced tolling, almost 
every shop was immediately shut, and the mass of peo- 
ple now gradually approached one common ceatre. 

'» Hark ! hear you nut that dreadful sound, 

** It vibrates tVnm the bell ; 

*' It tolls, alas ! fur human guilt, 

«< To bid this world rare well." 

The scene now was awfully solemn and impressive. 
Probably, by half past One* 3 to 4000 spectators were 
assembled ; by 2 they exceeded 4000, of which a large 
proportion were females ; small portions of the crowd 
were counted, and gave nearly equal results ; one- third 
of the whole might be from the country. The crowd 
would have been much greater, but for the circum- 
stances of the execution not being certain till the pre- 
ceding evening, and the very unpleasant weather. — 
In Arbroath, Brechin, &c. arrangements had been 
made by the workmen belonging to whole establish- 
ments to bring their friends along with them to witness 
the execution, but as a general idea had gone abroad, 
from her having been twice respited, that that event 
would not take place, the influx from the country 
was comparatively small. 

The juvenile spectators had taken their stations, not- 
withstanding the inclemency of the weather, early in 
the day ; but the greatest order and decorum prevail- 
ed, once or twice only did a few endeavour to pass the 
barrier, but were immediately repressed ; an attempt 
was also made to occupy a stair within the ground 
railed in, but without effect. The punishment award- 
ed to these offences was very easily inflicted. There 
was within the railing an entry to the Sands, the in- 
truders were conveyed down the doss ; and not being 
allowed to return that way when they regained the 
street they were at the back of the crowd. Simple as 
this was, it had the desired effect of deterring others. 

At one o'clock the Magistrates and Council, who had 
metin the Court- room, accompanied by the Clergy, who 
had previously assembled in the Town- Hall, and some 

* Wherever time is mentioned this day, it was taken from a 
watch adjusted to the striking, or steeple clock. It is necessary 
to mention this, as the clock in the New Buildings, as is not un» 
frequently the case, did not nearly correspond. 
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private gentlemen *vho wished to attend them in their 
painful duty, arrived at the prison. On the Magistrates 
and Clergy entering her cell Mrs S. rose from her seat 
and said, " Gentlemen, this is a solemn thing." Pre- 
vious to the commencement of the devotional exercises, 
it became necessary to arrange the furniture, by alter- 
ing the situation of the tables, forms, &c. and in this 
she assisted with the utmost composure. 

The Rev. Mr Molison proceeded to conduct the de- 
votions, which he did in the most impressive manner. 
The c 27th Paraphrase was sung, which Mrs S. accom- 
panied in so clear and distinct a manner that her voice 
was heard outside the prison ; and it was particularly 
remarked the deep interest she felt in singing the fol- 
lowing verse: 

With me dwells no relentless wrath 
Against the human race, 

The souls which I have formed shall And 
A refuge in my grace* 

The 51st and 103d Psalms were read, and the Rev. 
Gentleman then proceeded to address the Almighty 
in an eloquent and impressive prayer, of which the fol- 
lowing is but a feeble outline ; 

O, Eternal Jehovah, we are of yesterday, and our foundations 
are in the dust ; we who are sinful dust and ashes, lie low in the 
dust ; we come to thee for mercy to pardon, and for grace to fit 
us for another and a belter world. We pray for all mankind, 
we pray for friends, and we pray for foes. We pray for such as 
are in prosperity, and pray for such as arc in adversity, give them 
that comfort which the world, the whole world, cannot give nor 
take away, we pray particularly for the u.: happy woman now be- 
fore us, and kneeling upon the verge of an eternal world. O, let 
her honour the truth hy declaring it in the presence of God, of 
angels, and of men, and let her sin no more, least a worte thing 
befal her." O, let her not step into eternity with a He in her 
mouth, and incur thy righteous indignation to the uttermost,. 
Good Lord, let her not depart till thou knowest that she is a sin- 
cere penitent, and her transgressions are removed from her »< far 
as the east is distant from the west." O, have mercy on her for 
thy mercy's sake, and for the sake of him who on the ignominious 
tree shed hi3 precious blood for the chief of sinners ; let her see the 
evil nature of sin, and particularly of her own sins, but let her not 
detpair* let her lift up her eyes to the Redeemer's cross, and be 
enabled to say, " If I perish, I .^hall perish where none ever yet 
perished, at the foot of the Redeemer's cross." May her last words 

• This phrase was understood by those who heard their worthy 
pastor, to intimate that should she depart this world without con 
fessing such sins as she was guilty of eternal perdition wa* a much 
worst thing than temporal punishment. 
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be her best words, Father into thy hands I commit my spirit, 
thou hast redeemed me Lord God of truth. death where is thy 
stins, O grave where is thy victory. Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victoiy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The prayer being concluded, Mr Molison inquired, 
if any time yet remained for further devotion, when he 
was answered that it was ten minutes to two ; upon 
which Mrs S. remarked, " The time will come soon 
enough ;" and signified that she wished to sing a few 
verses. Accordingly the 102d Psalm, 17th to the 
21st verse, of the first Version, were sung, the Rev. 
Pastor giving out the lines in the most emphatic man- 
ner. Here again her singing the 20th verse was par- 
ticularly impressive : 

That of the mournful prisoner 
The groanings he might hear, 

To set them free that unto death 
By men appointed are. 

The devotions being thus concluded silence pre- 
vailed for some time, when it was suggested to Mrs S. 
that if she inclined she might retire for a few moments 
to the recess in her cell, or that part of it excluded 
from the view of the official persons present. With 
this she instantly complied, and remained in this apart- 
ment about three minutes. She was overheard to 
spend the whole time in fervent prayer, and the fol- 
lowing is probably the last words in which she privately- 
addressed the Deity. 

And now that the appointed time of my change is come, grant, 
O, Lord, that I may receive it not as a curse but as a deliverance ; 
as a rest from all my labours, that 1 may be without trouble, and 
without sin. O, remember not against me my manifold follies, 
but let them all be done away by thy mercy, and my blessed Sa- 
viour's merits. Support me, O, good God, in my last agonies, and 
when my strength fails, let not my faith fail ; even in death ena- 
ble me to trust in thee. Deliver me from all violent disorders of 
a troubled fancy, and defend me against the delusions of my 
ghostly enemy. O, let him not be able to disturb or terrify me, 
or any way prevail against me. And, as my death approaches 
give thy holy angels charge to stand about me, to guard and re- 
ceive my poor soul at my departure, and to conduct and carry it 
to the blessed regions of rest and peace, there to await for thy 
coming, and then to partake of the glories of thy kingdom, 
eternal and holy Jesus. Amen. 

Some of those present doubted at this period of the 
propriety of allowiug her to retire, in case she had not 
promptly rejoined them, but her re-appearance was 
in the most voluntary manner. She then received a. 
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glass of wioe ; and it was hinted to her, that what was 
now about to take place must be particularly painful 
to her, yet as all along she had been able to maintain 
a composure of mind, and ot submission to her fate it 
was thought her fortitude and strength would not fail 
her, or desert her at the last ; to which she replied in 
the most firm and cool manner, -* " I am not fley'd 
(afraid) at the manner of my death — -I feel only a con- 
cern about the state of my soul.'* The executioner 
was then introduced to her, but this did not seem to 
produce any sensible effect on her mind. He was now 
employed in pinioning her arms. This is, properly 
speaking, not the duty of the executioner, but should 
be performed by the officer to the Guild, it is no won- 
der then that he executed the task rather awkwardly, 
and she complained that he was hurting her wrists, and 
appeared to be a little ruffled in her mind ; a town 
officer was immediately ordered to draw near and see 
that no unnecessary pain was inflicted. This had the 
effect of soothing her mind, and restoring it to its 
usual composure. Whilst the executioner was engag- 
ed, she looked over her shoulder and said to him, " Oh 
man, ye surely would not do that to your own wife— 
O, did I ever think it would have come to this." The 
pinioning was ultimately quietly completed with- 
out further complaint, by the attention of the officer. 
This part of the proceeding was looked on by those 
that witnessed it with feelings that may be conceived 
but cannot be described. 

It was now intimated, on her being pinioned, that if 
she was ready ever preparation had been completed ; 
she expressed no unwillingness to leave the prison. At 
fifteen minutes past two the officers appeared at the 
open prison door, with their halberts, and at twenty 
minutes past two o'clock the melancholy procession 
took place. It was arranged in this maner : — 

John Findlay, Officer. James Reid, Officer. 

William Cowlie, Dean TgySTQ C! €2 David Middleton,' 

of Guild Officer. JLVAXtlS* £$• Constable. 

The Executioner. 
John Shaw. William Bennet. 

The Rev, Mr HfoIUon. The Rev. Dr Patterson. 



• Mrs Shuttlcworth spoke Scotch with an English accent, and 
wherever her words are quoted the orthography has been as 
nearly assimulated as possible, to give a view of her manner of 
laying them. 
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the Rev. J. Dodgson. The Rev. J. Haig. 

The Provost, supported by Bailie Clark. 

Bailie Jameson. Bailie Sband. 

The Council and some private gentlemen two and two. 

When Mrs S. again breathed the free air at the door 
of the jail, she hesitated a moment, and looked to 
— — " Cloud to sky and men, 
*' That she would never see again.** . 
Neither of her attendants had any occasion to* assist 
her; she in the most correct and steady manner as- 
cended the steps to the scaffold. She had previously 
been anxious that Ben net, who had been so long her 
keeper, and generally entrusted with the charge of her 
person* should attend her • but as a keeper of the 
jaii this was impossible, as it was his duty to be the 
last. So little did she seem interested, that the spec- 
tators, unless those who were intimately acquainted 
with her, did not suppose they beheld the victim, but 
some friendly relative who meant to watch her last mo- 
ments and administer such consolations as she might 
be capable of receiving. In this, however, they were 
soon undeceived. 

The scene was now awfully picturesque and affect- 
ing, and might have served as a very imposing study 
for the pencil of Fusel li. On the north, the veteran 
officer Findlay, the rain beating directly in his face 
and bald forehead, his thin and scattered locks agi- 
tated by the breeze, his eye balls protruding from 
their sockets, and his hand unconsciously grasping the 
halbert it sustained. On the other side, Shaw, motion- 
less as a statue, with his eye intensely fixed on the 
victim ; in the centre, the unhappy object of the aw- 
ful preparation, cool and collected, sitting on the chair 
placed for her, no tremor, no quivering of her lip was 
apparent, no convulsive starts, nor any attempt by bold- 
ness to suppress her inward feeling. She appeared 
before the assembled multitude calm and collected ; 
whilst rising in front was the awful a par at us of death, in 
the centre of which the fatal rope presented itself, but 
remained unnoticed, though sometimes ** born on the 
breeze," it was wiihin a few inches of her face; beside her 
the Rev. Dr Paterson with a face strongly marked with 
the awful importance of the duty he was about perform* 
ing; behindhim the executioner, " with broad unmean- 
ing stare." The grouping in the distance consisted of 
the Magistrates, Council, Clergy, Arc. At this time the 
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storm was at its height, and whilst the rain poured 
down in torrents on the constables, not only from the 
f ky, but the adjacent houses, those on the scaffold 
had not only to endure this, but also all the fury of 
the blast, and many a valetudinarian will long remember 
that day. 

At twenty minutes past two, after Mrs S. was seated, 
Dr Patcrson gave out the 7th, 15th, lGth & 17th verses 
of the 51st Psalm; the 14-th was omitted at her particular 
request, as she said, she could not sing it in the sense 
of the royal psalmist; the phrase she objected to was 
" blood guiltiness.*' The psalmody occupied about ten 
minutes, it was joined in by many present, a3 the Dr 
requested. When he gave out the verses here again 
her voice was perfectly distinct and without tremor, 
and her singing as correct, as if she had been in her 
own pew at church, she even beat time with her foot, 
and the verses — 

0o thou with hyssop sprinkle me, 
I shall be cleansed so. 

Yea, wash thou me, and then I shall, 
Be whiter than the snow.— 

—A broken spirit is to God 
A pleasing sacrifice, 

A broken and a contrite heart, 
Lord thou wilt not despise. 

Were most emphatically sung, perhaps, no one, in 
the assembled multitude, having that command of their 
voice, which she at that moment possessed. From the 
manner in which her arms were fastened she could not 
hold the psalm book herself, but the clergyman held 
it in such a manner that both took the words from it 
at the same time. And at half past two the Rev. Dr. 
fiaving whispered to her, commenced a prayer, which 
could be only very imperfectly reported, and is 
therefore omitted. It is noticed in the Montrose Re- 
view as follows : — 

" At the close of this act of devotion, Dr Paterson 
delivered one of the most appropriate and impressive 
prayers ever offered up to heaven, during which the 
criminal kneeled and joined with great fervour. It 
would be impossible to give any thing like an adequate 
idea of the suitableness of the worthy man's powerful 
pleadings in behalf of the criminal, or the effect they 
had on those who heard him. As a true christian mi- 
nister, he seemed to have full faith in the gracious de- 
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claration, that " the fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much f believing that to ask the mercy of 
God, is the means appointed to be employed by those 
who receive it. As he was making the last appeal for 
a fellow-creature to the Great Creator, before whose 
dread tribunal she was to appear in a few moments, he 
seemed to prolong his pleadings, that he might prolong 
her life, and lengthen out the term of mercy. We 
know not how the spirit of his prayer, over the crimi- 
nal, could be summed up in fewer words, or better 

characterized, than by saying its substance was this 

" I will not let thee go, unless thou bless her." 

Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather the 
prayer was so impressively delivered as to be heard by 
most of the spectators. During the prayer the pris- 
oner kneeled and looking intensely upward seemed to 
follow the speaker with her whole soul. It was re- 
marked, at one passage of the prayer, when it was 
said, speaking of her probable state, " If her witness 
be within, and her record be on high," she mentioned in 
a low voice nearly mentally, " My witness is within, 
and my record til on high." When the prayer was 
concluded, which was at ten minutes to three, Dr P. 
faithfully anxious to discharge his duties in all respects, 
earnestly exhorted her to return such answers to a few 
questions that were to be put to her, " as became one 
about to be ushered into the immediate presence of 
that God who was thoroughly acquainted with the se- 
crets of all hearts," &c. 

Questions put to the late Mrs Shuttleworth on the 
scaffold, and the answers received : — 

1st, Are you guilty of the murder of 
your late husband ? A. I am not 

2d 9 Was you any way art and part in 
that murder f A. I was not 

3d, Do you think it possible that you 
might have done the deed, while, owing to 
your state of intoxication, you was not 
aware at the time what you tvas doing ? A. 
I do not. 

ith 9 Ca?i you say any thing more than 
what you have already said, with respect to 
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the manner m which your late husband met 
his death ? jL I cannot. 

5th, Yon then, as a dying woman, declare 
yourself innocent of the crime charged 
against you ? A. I am innocent, so help 
me God, I loved my husband as I loved 
my life. 

She then shook hands in such a manner as she could 
with those around her, and previous to the executioner 
doing his duty, she in a shrill feminine voice said, «* O ! 
beware of drunkenness, it is a vice that has been my 
ruin. I caution all against this sin, especially the fe- 
male world. Beware of drunkenness and of threaten- 
ing words, these have brought me to this place. O ! 
keep the Sabbath day holy, I wish much I had better at- 
tended to the practice of this duty.'* These words were 
repeated after her by the Rev. Dr, in the most impres- 
sive manner, and distinctly heard by the spectators. The 
executioner then proceeded to put the noose round 
her neck — and some difficulty occurred in getting 
the night cap on, — a common cotton one, it having 
been wetted in the rain had shrunk. At this period 
she wept, and said, " O ! cover my face," and it 
was put on with some difficulty. Now standing 
on the brink of eternity, the executioner " kind in his 
cruelty/* brought the hitch down upon the vein below 
the left ear somewhat rapidly, M Ye're choakin' me 
already, an* I ha'e something to say." A handker- 
chief was placed inner hand, and it was intimated to her 
not to hurry herself but to drop it when she found her- 
self in a frame of mind adapted to her situation. The 
pressure of the rope was relaxed, and these were her 
last words, now dropping into eternity, before assembled 
multitudes, and in presence of those who had been her 
constant visitors and attendants : — 
" LORD HAVE MERCY ON ME. 
" CHRIST HAVE MERCY ON ME. 
" I DIE AN INNOCENT WOMAN. 

" I AM IGNORANT OF, AND INNOCENT OF THE 
D KATH OF HENRY SHUTTLEWORTH. 

» DRINKING AND THREATENING WORDS HAVE 
BROUGHT ME TO MY RUIN. 

» I LOVED MY HUSBAND AS I LOVED MY LIFE. 
" CHRIST JESTJS RECEIVE MY SOUL !" 
At these words the handkerchief was dropt, the ex- 
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ecutioner, in readiness, cut the cord supporting the 
beam with an axe, and •******# 

•' Pause reader — ponder and pause, who knows what thine 
own end may be." • ••••••••••• 

The supporting beam rebounded with such a crash 
as struck additional horror into the minds of the spec- 
tators. The scene was truly appalling. One gentle- 
man fainted, and severals were unable to remain and 
to do their duty. The shrill cry of horror which in- 
variably attends the turning off of a criminal, was lost 
amidst the howling of the storm, and died upon the 

blast; but many exclaimed, " God grant you grace 

Lord have mercy upon you — Lord answer your prayers, 
and similar expressions. — The last struggles of expiring 
nature were veiled from public view by a temporary 
screen of sailcloth in front of the gibbet. Two feet 
ten inches of rope had been allowed her to drop, and 
it is probable that the Victim of the law never felt a 
pang. The hand that dropt the napkin was never 
closed, nor did she appear to suffer. Two minutes af- 
ter the drop fell, she was hoisted up by the rope and 
pullies to be in full view. Though not suffering Mrs 
8. was not dead for six minutes — the soul unwilling 
to leave its earthly tabernacle, still lingered, unwilling 
to quit the situation which that merciful God, who 
gave it had assigned ; but at four minutes past three 
a last convulsive quiver was noticed, particularly in the 
left leg, which remained rigid after death. When her 
spirit fled " to that God who gave it,'* she dropt with 
her face directly to the west, but gradually turned 
round till her face was to the east. Immediately on 
the fall of the drop, the executioner drew back to t lie 
platform, and if appearance and gesture may be trust- 
ed to, he was praying in the most devout manner ; his 
arms were held up, and his hands folded clown in the 
attitude of one fervently addressing the Deity. 

Seeing Mrs S. now suspended a lifeless corpse, it 
may be noticed that she was about 36 years of age, 
small, neat, and good looking, a face inclined to but not 
absolutely pale, with a slight obliquity of vision. To 
those who did not see her, the best idea of her appear- 
ance on the scaffold may be conceived by imagining a 
woman in the middle rank of life, expecting a visitor to 
breakfast, her cap was a morning one, with a handker- 
chief tied round her head, cleanly dressed in black 
clothes, a Jrill round her neck, black stockings, new 
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boots and black gloves. The I owe J- part of Ikv 
dress was confined by a white handkerchief. After 
remaining suspended till 15 minutes to 4, the Council, 
who had retired into the old Courtroom, having the 
body in view, returned to the platform, and instead of 
cutting down the corpse as usual, the executioner with 
assistance, lowered it down, and it was received on tie 
top of the box in which it was to be conveyed.to Edin- 
burgh into the jail, where it was carefully packed with 
straw and shavings: the man of death having relinquished 
his perquisite of her clothes, and the she of the box not 
admitting the body to be properly disposed, with a feeK 
ing that does him credit, altered the arrangement, and 
put the' head in such a position that it might sustain no 
injury in fastening the top. The rain fell incessantly du- 
ring her suspension, and the cord was a conductor of all 
the wet that accumulated on the gibbet — the body and 
clothes were therefore as wet as a saturated spunge, and 
Mr Mill, the executioner, remarked, " She'll be caul* 
enough even wi* her claise, so let her tak them." With 
a liberality not expected, he declined taking more than 
the balance of the L. 10 originally agreed for viz. L.8 
and on Saturday, having his expences in Montrose 
paid, declined troubling the Council farther, and inti- 
mated his intention of proceeding on foot to Aberdeen. 
A town officer accompanied him to St Cyrus, not at 
his request, but as a friendly walk with him. 

Notwithstanding the violence of the shock which the 
great fall occasioned, Mrs S/s neck was not dislocated, 
nor did her face exhibit those livid or apoplectic ap- 
pearances which those who die by suspension usually 
exhibit. She had bled from the left ear, which will ac- 
count for this ; it was unnoticed on the gibbet, as the 
blood run down the neck and went below her clothes. 
Immediately after the body was removed, the deacon 
being in readiness with such of the trade as had not 
been previously employed, commenced the demolition 
of the scaffold, &c. ; but, in consequence of the in- 
clemency of the weather, and most of those now em- 
ployed being far advanced in years, it was with some 
difficulty accomplished, after pressing into their service 
a few of those who had already been engaged about it. 

At six o'clock the package was brought from the 
prison and put on a cart, covered by the canvass used 
at the execution ; it was accompanied by a town offi- 
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cerandthe proprietor of the cart, and escorted by six 
of the militia several miles on the way. No disturb- 
ance occurred, and the military returned. At a little 
past ten they arrived at Arbroath, where they met 
with some annoyance, and turned out of the proper 
road for some tine. After resting at the half-way 
house, they reached Dundee about four o'clock, and 
embarked about seven in the steam boat. The box 
was fictitiously addressed, but they met with no dis- 
turbance on the road. The transmission of such a 
package had been generally expected at the public 
houses through the instrumentality of the guards and 
drivers of the public coaches. When they arrived at 
Petty cur it was top late to cross, and they took 
up their residence at Moffat's Inn, the box being de- 
posited in the warehouse opposite. The Excise, with 
a praiseworthy alacrity, having noticed the caution 
with which it was watched, insisted on making a seiz- 
ure, The officer was not anxious to shew his autho- 
rity, but did so, when the Exciseman retired ; and 
they met with no more molestation. On Sunday morn* 
ing the body was shipped under the care of the super- 
intendant. It is understood that the boatmen were 
aware of the contents, as they required the extra fare 
of one shilling, which they consider their perquisite by 
prescription ; whether they carry parties newly married 
or a corpse. No conveyance being ready at Newha- 
ven, it was consigned to the shed where carriers' goods 
are kept, and in the evening, a chaise being too small, 
a coach was procured, and, whilst one of the parties 
was on guard outside, the other kept the box steady 
within. It was delivered at the dissecting room in 
the University, on Sunday evening at seven o'clock, to 
the proper persons, who had been some time in attend* 
ance expecting it, and who gave a receipt for the bo- 
dy. Those who conveyed it remained in Edinburgh 
all night, and reached Montrose on Wednesday morn- 
ing at two o'clock. 

Our readers will not be disgusted with the horrid de- 
tails of the dissection. Suffice it to say, that the only 
peculiarity worth noticing was the extremely soft com- 
position of the brain ; it was so much so that it was 
impossible to demonstrate its parts to the pupils of the 
anatomical school. 

FINIS. 
D. Hill, Printer, Montrose. 



